Student Voices

Student Voices is a new feature in HIKI NŌ.

In every episode, a selected school will be the Student Voices school.  That school will produce two :45 second pieces in which individual students voice their views on a thought-provoking topic or a topic of great concern to them.  Each :45 second piece would be made up of approximately 4 or 5 soundbites (we want them to be concise).
The two Student Voices pieces will air in separate parts of the show (not back-to-back) with a fair amount of time between them.  (Let’s say approximately 15 minutes or 5 stories apart.)
A home-base anchor will set-up the first Student Voices piece in the following manner:

“We now take you to Maryknoll School in Honolulu for our Student Voices feature.  Let’s hear how some of the students there responded to the question: What do you see as the biggest obstacle between you and a successful future?
TRANSITION TO STUDENT VOICES PIECE

STUDENT VOICES PIECE #1

Student #1—“I think it’s going to be the cost of a college education.  There’s no way my parents can afford to send me to a decent college, and without a college degree my chances for a successful career are nil.” (:12)
Student #2---“I’m concerned about the lack of opportunities here in Hawaii.  I don’t want to leave Hawaii, but I think the opportunities are just going to keep shrinking.” (:10)
Student #3—“After graduation I’m expected to take the first job that comes up in order to help pay the family bills.  My family is really hurting and I’m forced to focus on making money quickly rather than continuing my education.”  (:12)
Student #4—“People my age from other countries are better trained to compete in the global economy.”  (:06)
Student #5—“The economy.  I think we’ll be in a depression by the time I graduate.” (:05)
(Total running time:  :45)

These soundbites should be shot against a background that isn’t busy or distracting.  You can hang a piece of solid-colored fabric behind the speaker, or pick a nice wall.  (No green screen, please.  We want a real background in a real space.) The background can be colorful and aesthetically appealing, just not busy and distracting.   Good audio, balanced composition (centering the subject, framed from the elbows up), good exposure, and nice, even lighting are things to strive for.
The students speaking on camera can either look directly into the lens, or they can look slightly to the side making eye-contact with an off-camera interviewer.  Whichever approach you take, stay consistent.  (In other words, pick one approach and stick with it throughout both pieces.)
If you choose the approach of having the students look slightly off-camera, make sure to alternate which side they are looking to so that the screen direction doesn’t become redundant.

We recommend that the second Student Voices piece in the show utilize the same question.   The home-base anchor can lead to it by saying something like:

“And now, back to Maryknoll School for more Students Voices describing the biggest obstacle to success.”
