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Eric Goldstaub, born in Vienna, Austria in November 1921,

the holocaust and survived WWII. They now live in Canada.
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Eric Goldstaub, 2009448

| was born in Vienna, Austria in November 1921. My father, born in Vienna as well, fought in World War 1 for
Austria and was a prisoner of war in Russia for four years. My mother, born in present Czech Republic, was a
widow at a very young age and lived in Austria. My parents had a tailor-supply store and | was their only child.
They sent me to basic school as well as high school until the Germans under Hitler took over the country. As a
Jew | had to leave the school and tried to find a country that would accept my family and other relatives. We
were 20 people in all who desperately wanted to get out of the country. No Consulate all over Vienna would

took refuge in Shanghai from 1939 to 1948.
Thanks to the 20 visas he successfully obtained from Dr. Ho Feng Shan, he and his extended family escaped
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grant us an immigration visa until, by luck and perseverance | went to the Chinese Consulate where, wonders of
wonder, | was granted visas for me and my extended family. On the basis of the visas we were able to obtain
shipping accommodation on the Conte Biancamano— an ltalian ship expected to leave beginning of December
1938 from Genoa, ltaly to Shanghai, China, a journey of approximately 30 days.

In Shanghai, which was an international city, we were accepted by the Jewish community, mostly wealthy Iragi
families and had made a fortune in China, people such as Sir Victor Sassoon, Sir Ellis Hayim, Sir Kadoorie,
helped us a great deal to establish ourselves in this city. | myself was able to find a job with the Honorary Consul
for Hungary, Paul Komor, who gave me a job in his import-export company, which | maintained during my twelve
years in Shanghai.

It was difficult for the older generation of our immigrants to adjust, but for me, as a young man, it was a lot of
adventure, camaraderie, sports, etc.

Till today | am grateful we were able to find China as a place to escape from the holocaust in Europe and survive
with the entire family and make Canada our home. | started an importing and manufacturing firm some 45 years
ago which has been successful and my entire family, 2 sons, 1 daughter and their spouses are active in it.
CANADA HAS BEEN GOOD TO US.

Eric Goldstaub, April 2009




