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My Business Partner: 13 years of age. We carried
our consumers—sailors and soldiers, from Astor
House to Nanking Road. For my rickshaw
partner, | took commission. We both looked
hungry. Not only looked, but really were hungry.
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Thank You Chinese People Coming back where my Heart always remained In 1941, when all
doors were closed to a Jew like me who stood weeks away from being murdered in Nazi
Germany, China opened their door to me, and the people were so kind to us Stateless
refugees.In Oct. 2005, | came back after 58 years, to say thank-you
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(From left to right) Delia (wife of Jerry's
younger brother), Frieda, Miriam (Delia's
daughter), Jerry, Edith (Jerry's daughter),
Jackie (Jerry’s eldest daughter)
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Gerhard Moses (Jerry) took refuge in Shanghai from 1941 to 1947. When he arrived in Shanghai, Jerry
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Gerhard Moses(]

was only 7 years old, but he had gone through the Hell of suffering, so when he reached Shanghai, it

seemed like Heaven. He spent his unforgettable childhood there, playing games with his Chinese peers.
He said that his Childhood heart would always remain in Shanghai as a token of gratitude to China.
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Gerhard Moses (Jerry)

My father was put in jail at the Crystal Night on November 10 in Breslau, Germany (now Wroctaw, Poland) and
was tortured and almost died. My mother, with a lot of money and a lot of bravery, got my father released, but
the Gestapo gave him 7 days to leave Germany. After much trouble, my father got his passport and went to
Shanghai in 1939.

My mother remained stuck in Germany with her three children until in June 1941 a glimmer of hope to escape
arose. In Breslau, the city of my birth, there had lived about 30,000 Jews for centuries. In 1940 about only 6000
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remained, half left to other countries and half were murdered. We had already been listed to be killed ourselves, but
mother’s Christian friends that she had gone to school with put us into hiding. After father had reached Shanghai, he
sent us the necessary documents issued by the Chinese authorities and mother already had the stamps and ID cards
from the clearing committee. The only thing missing was the stamp by the Gestapo on the exit permit. By early 1941 the
Gestapo Nazi special units went from house to house with their police dogs to search for hiding Jews.

Any discovered were killed on the spot. During this time we had to constantly change our hiding places. So mother took
her three children and went to see the Gestapo officer in charge of cleansing the city of Jews, Obergruppenfiihrer Feige,
in person. With her exceptional intelligence and courage, mother said to that guy: "Mr Obergruppenfiihrer, please give
me the exit stamp or shoot me with my children. But | beg you, shoot us with your own gun and don't call the guards to
do the job for Hitler. You must do it yourself.” No Jew at that time would have dared to think about anything as crazy as
this. The Nazi guy was probably so ashamed of himself, and at the same time he admired my mother, that he actually
consented to give her the required stamp, but he told her that she would have to return the following week to show him
the tickets for leaving Germany. At the time only one possible route remained open, it was the train route traversing the
whole of the Soviet Union through Siberia. So after mother had got the train tickets and the exit stamp. With no
passport, only the Police certificate and the paper from that Nazi with the exit stamp she went on the journey with just
one suitcase, no money and her three little children: | was 7 years old at the time, then there was my 13-month-old little
brother and my 9-year-old sister. We made it to Harbin in Manchuria and after a short stay there we finally arrived in
Shanghai late July 1941,

Two weeks after we had boarded the train, Hitler attacked the Soviet Union in breach of the Soviet-German
non-aggression pact, invaded the Soviet Union and had every Jew they could find in Russia killed while also killing
many Russians. So looking back, we felt scared and fortunate at the same time. Despite all the hardship, Shanghai was
still a paradise to us.

We were alive, and we kids could play with each other among us or with the Chinese kids. The amazing thing | can't
forget is that though the people of Hongkou were even suffering more than us, they still showed a lot of sympathy for us.
| think that is the most amazing thing in my life. How can somebody who is worse off than | am, still feel sorry for me and
be kind to me. That's the reason why my childhood’s heart will always remain in Shanghai ... | will forever be full of
gratitude for future for China and my gratitude will remain for future generations. Being kind and good to people in need,
is a victory for the human race.

Gerhard Moses (Jerry)
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