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From Bitterness to Sweetness
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Gary Matzdorfi

Gary Matzdorff was born on July 10, 1921. He took refuge with his parents and grandmother o R e i
in Shanghai from April 1939 to April 1948. During that period, his father would go to the White liig prioto of Marianne Terner and Gary Matzdorff, 1947

Horse Inn to drink away his feelings of being homesick. Gary, instead, enjoyed his life in b ?
Shanghai.

BREFEZHE, 1940FEHMRHME, BFMBASMRAETFHEEMKOMMEIfI kLB, £EXT4F, Later, | began dating Ms. Wong and my friend dated Ms. Chen. Ms. Wong had attended an American school in
BRINGEE—HETAXEREERSE, — MG, BNERLMEET IR, INEG, BiLFEE—HEK Shanghai. The brother of Ms. Wong worked at the corner Post Office on Sichuan Road near the creek (Suzhou
Mg Tid, LESE: “BAOGEEI, F—EiZeEm? " RAMEnN ST EEE, BNELEFHRETF River), and he became my partner in importing Streptomicine from America. Ms. Wong was my good friend and

WM E. KhXERM, LEEE: “4FH. " RNBWHNZATRKEHEBHBES S, BEIER T—RIHEEXM, her mother gave us permission to date, but after 6 months of steady dating, she disappeared. | found out from her

P AN RARE—RBESER, brother that she ran away with an American sailor, who told her that he was in the oil business in Texas.
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BEEMMNNEE, XR—RHUEEHN LELNEBFLOARE. AR, RiII—EXZABE, Many weeks later | saw Ms. Wong on the street and she wanted to make up, but | did not want to. | was too hurt. |

a3k, BFBEWARNENMIAS, MEABPENFRIPRNEZE, EMABE LEHERAFRES T found out what happened and why she came back. This sailor had a gas station in Texas. That was the extent of
HE. Wi LB AEA N B R RERETIE, AATHEHEUA, BIN—ENZEH#OMER, TMEREK his oil business. My mother really liked Ms. Wong and if this incident with the sailor had not occurred, | probably
HEFRRR, N BERBERNHAAS, AW, EMIERNZEANAZENRBHEET. RNETBBER would have married her.
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NLRE, BINFER ERIB, hBFF, ERINEAZHAR, MEBEEZEE, RERMET i AMENR, 3B Later, | married Marianne Terner in 1947 at the Ohel Moshe Synagogue and celebrated the wedding with dancing
NIRFEBME—FMmins, BR2METENERER. RNBFEIEEEE M, NRFLERBESE, RbiFSfin at the Roy Roof Garden.
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| have so many stories. My friend and | went out dancing every weekend on Friday afternoon in 1940. We
went to “MiIKOMMEI" and the Wing On Roof Garden. One late afternoon, we visited the top of the Wingon
Department Store. After we were there for about an hour, two young female customers walked in. After they

sat down | asked the waiter to bring them a note | wrote on my paper napkin. | did not know if they spoke
In 1982, when Gary revisited Hongkou, he met a Chinese college
student, Chen Zhenhong, who lived nearby, and they developed a strong
friendship. From 1987 to19890, Gary helped pay for Chen's tuition at
CSLA. After graduation, Chen stayed in the United States and is now
working for a world-renowned company. For so many years, Gary's family
and the Chens have been like one family. Mr. Chen named his son
Matthew Gary Chen in honor of the emotional tie between his family and
Gary's.

English, but they looked very educated. The napkin read, “Would you like to meet us and have dinner
somewhere else?” The napkin came back with the answer “OKEY DOKE." We paid their bill and met at the
elevator. It was not permitted anywhere to dance with a stranger; you could only dance together if you had
walked in together.

After we met at the elevator and introduced ourselves, we found out the two women owned a store nearby
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and were just going out for a drink after closing. We took a taxi to their store, a very big shop for table linens ﬁgfzif;#ﬁ%‘twggi

and fine Belgium lace. Then we went to have dinner together.

Chen Zhenhong at his
Commencement Ceremony,
CSLA, 1990
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