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Beauty Queen
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Warm-up performance for the beauty contest at
Roof Garden, March 1939
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Inge's band, Shanghai, December 3, 1942
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Ship photo leaving Shanghai, Inge Wendriner and
Ernest Wendriner (only man who has no hat on), 1947
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Scene of contesting for Beauty Queen, the lady
on the right was Inge.
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Inge and Ernest with their daughter
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Left to right: Inge, Gregory Hahn (Grandson), Tiffany
Hahn (Granddaughter), Karin Hahn (Daughter) and
Steve Hahn (Son-In-Law), Greg’s Bar Mitzvah 1993
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Inge Bromberger Wendriner (1919-2005) took refuge in Shanghai together with her family from 1937
to 1948. In 1939, she won a beauty contest and was crowned Beauty Queen. In 1947, Inge met
Ernest Wendriner: they were married six days later!
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Inge and her family left Shanghai for the United States of America in 1948. Remembering her life in Shanghai,
Inge said that Chinese and Jewish people shared the same values, namely a keen regard for the family.

During her stay in Shanghai, Inge worked as a singer and a seamstress. She won the first beauty contest of
the Jewish Community in Shanghai, and was crowned as Beauty Queen. According to a report, the beauty
contest was a gala-party for Jewish refugees to take pleasure and find escape from the traumatic memories of
their recent past. Chatter, laughter and light banter could be heard everywhere. “The free air they had been
breathing for months past had been taking effect, and for once they could be seen out of their habitual shells.
In fact, the election of the Beauty Queen was only a means to this end.” As Beauty Queen, Miss Inge
Bromberger received a bottle of champagne, a wardrobe and three offers of marriage

Another happy anecdote is the romance between Inge and Ernest Wendriner. In late October 1947, Inge
visited a friend at the coffee shop where she was a waitress. The coffee shop was not open yet but Ernest

(Ernie), on shore leave from the Philippine Merchant Marine came by. Ernie knocked on the door and the
waitress asked “what can | do for you as we are not open yet?" He responded, “All | want is a cup of coffee and
the name of the lady sitting on the other side of the room." The waitress let him in, gave him his coffee and
introduced him to Inge. Six days later they were married. Their wedding license was entirely in Chinese and her
wedding outfit was borrowed from her friends, since there was no time to plan for the wedding.

Once Inge moved to the United States, she had two children (Karin and Leslie Wendriner). Her daughter, Karin,
married Steve Hahn in 1976 and had two children Gregory Hahn (1980, Inge’s only grandson) and Tiffany Hahn
(1982, Inge’s only granddaughter). Her son, Leslie never married but lives close to his family. Inge lived her
entire life only 6 blocks away from her children and grandchildren and saw them regularly throughout her life. She
always spoke fondly of her time in Shanghai and enjoyed traveling throughout the globe with her husband and
family. She passed away on March 26, 2005 at the age of 86.
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Inge and Peter Max, 1997. Inge and Peter's mother were close
friends. They would meet each other in outdoor cafe almost daily
in Shanghai and Inge always said Peter would be drawing with a
crayon on a piece of paper.
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An oil painting by Peter Max. It's based on the
wedding photo of Inge and Ernest.
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