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Sanzetti: One of the Best Photographers in Shanghai
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Sanzetti and his friend
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(L) An account of Sanzetti on Studio Lightin Nov. 1928
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(R) Studio Light, Nov. 1928
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Signboard of Sanzetti Studio
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Shlomo Liphitz-Sanzetti (the one pulling the rickshaw)
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Shlomo Liphitz-Sanzetti (Chinese name. Shen Shidi) was a Russian Jew born in 1902. He arrived
with his family in Harbin in 1915 and came to Shanghai in 1921. It was there that he learned
photography and started his career. Sanzetti thrived in his craft and rose to become one of the most
celebrated photographers in the city.

FAEL A FHES BRI ER, BT EEHIRAE SRR ARNRE, AMBNAKERRER i, AT In November 2009, Mr Deksler Moshe - Sanzetti's step-son donated some of his photographic works to Shanghai
hEEXHEAIE S, 19434, BAYFERE T "TEBERREBER" , 1937F UGN EREERFHA S Jewish Refugees Museum
RN A M R ARG TENE P, THMEFEZERARS . BRAEARUBR, RAFLERREE ‘RBE" B
&, BRIEARKAN—R, EFERAAMARBALGA LB BAAERX &, AR AB R A S HER
FXRE, “RE" ZNOMAFHE TS S XBRERMNER A, HFRME, TRATFHANRRHOTRE
R RREEE, SRR RN EER ARG, EHTIRANAE, G055, BFRERNRAER,

19554, ILAHXRA TRAE, ELBN—REFFRAT2EMNBERF, 19574F, HH2AKE LEHEN
BE, ttBRENGEISR4ER, NESBEMGR ST IR, 198746H290, AR EHF A XHH, &
EHNRERTE, thERBEHREHEIZT 7 LSRR k.

LA R4 FDeksler MoshesE 4 F2009411 AL BB ERTHAMB R (ERIBBARE,

20114118, MBI ARMBEEEME EAGT “tAH" BAENSS 2R A, Sl TR, HEHE
&3k, HFFRETHHBANEN,

In November 2011, some photos from the Sanzetti Studio were published on the website of the Consulate General
of Israel in Shanghai, and were highly praised. Some of the people in the photographs have been located.
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Sanzetti's photographic works

Sanzetti opened the first of his Studios at 73 Nanking Road, where he employed thirty-one workers. While his
business grew, Jewish refugees flooded into Shanghai to flee the surging anti-Semitism in Germany. In 1943,
the Japanese authorities proclaimed a “designated area for stateless refugees” — an area that came to be
known as the Shanghai Ghetto. Nearly all of the European Jewish refugees who immigrated to Shanghai after
1937 were forced into the Ghetto under severe restrictions. Because he had come to China much earlier,
Sanzetti didn't have to relocate and was allowed to move around freely in the city. As a result, he took many
pictures of the hard times. In spite of all the hardship, the people in his photos seem serene and happy or at
least hopeful. Among them maybe some Jewish refugees.

In 1955, Sanzetti closed down his studio and taught photography for two years in an English School in
Shanghai. In 1957, he immigrated to Tel Aviv, Israel, and took along some 20,000 images he had taken in
Shanghai. In Israel, he worked in the advertising photography business and was also active in textile design.
To his last day, Sanzetti reminisced with nostalgia and affection about his life in Shanghai. Shlomo
Liphitz-Sanzetti passed away in 1987 in Tel Aviv.
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