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Initiator of the Commemorative Plaque in Hongkou

Kurtf B 255
Kurt's old driver's license
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Caricature of Ghoya donated by Kurt.
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=l This is the letter inviting Kurt to an art
'J\g performance in honor of Deng Xiaoping and
his wife in January, 1979.
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In 1985, Kurt proposed to have a
commemorative plaque erected in Hongkou as a
token of gratitude to the Shanghai people, and
this is the inscription Kurt had proposed.
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Kurt Duldner was born in Austria on Jan. 9, 1922. In 1940, he fled to Shanghai together with his family and ljiigd 2t}
1106 Point Road (now Zhoujiazui Road) and 60 Kunming Road. While in Shanghai, Kurt worked for the ChindSheef
Enterprises Limited in Sassoon House. In 1950, Kurt left Shanghai together with family and settled in the USA. After

his departure, Kurt maintained a strong emotional tie with Shanghai and remained connected to China.
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In January 1979, Deng Xiaoping, then Vice Premier of China, and his wife Zhuo Lin paid an official visit to the
USA at the invitation of President Jimmy Carter and the First Lady of the USA. As a friend of the Chinese people,
Kurt was invited to attend a reception event. He still keeps the letter of invitation.

In 1985, Kurt wrote a letter to Jiang Zemin, who was then Mayor of Shanghai, expressing a wish on behalf of the
Shanghai Jewish refugees to have a commemorative plaque erected at the site of the former police station on
Hai Men Road of Hongkou District as a tribute to the Chinese people. In his letter, Kurt also proposed the
inscription in both English and Chinese. His wish came true in 1994 and in April of that same year, the
commemorative plaque was unveiled in Huoshan Park (former Wayside Park), witnessed by former Jewish
refugees and a number of experts and scholars from all over the world. “| am so happy that there is a
commemorative plaque. Although the site is not what | had proposed, Wayside Park is definitely an ideal
location,” Kurt recalled with pleasure. In 2011 when he returned to Shanghai, Kurt brought with him the
manuscript of his letter and posed for a picture in front of the plaque holding the manuscript.

In 1987, Kurt visited Shanghai again with his wife and daughter. When revisiting their former r'e'sfdeﬁce n
Hongkou, Kurt was surprised to find that the Chinese family still kept the table and chairs with heart-shaped
carving which his family had used in Shanghai. Hearing about the table and chairs, Kurt's daughter could not hold
back her tears. Later in the street, they met with an old Chinese man who was a barber in the Designated Area.
When this old man recalled the past with Kurt in fluent English and Shanghai dialect, everyone was deeply
moved.

In October 2011, Kurt Duldner and his wife made another visit to Shanghai, and during this trip, Kurt donated his
old driver’s license and the caricature of Ghoya, a former Japanese officer, to the Shanghai Jewish Refugees
Museum. This was the first time the museum had received these kinds of items. Kurt's wife Anne Foster Duldner
said that the history of Jewish refugees in Shanghai is of eternal value, because if people forget the history, they
are doomed to repeat it.
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Table and chairs Kurt Duldner's
family used in Shanghai
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