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Forty-one new state con-
servation officers will help 
lead the crackdown on tour-
ists who ignore visitor fees 
for Hawaii’s most popular 
state beaches and trails.

The fees would offset 
harm to the environment 
and pay for maintenance 
and restoration.

The new members of the 
state Department of Land 
and Natural Resources Divi-
sion of Conservation and 
Resources Enforcement 
(DOCARE) began work Mon-
day and represent the agen-
cy’s largest recruiting class 
ever.

DOCARE is expected to be 
the lead agency to enforce 
the proposed expansion of 
“green fees” being debated 
in the state Legislature.

The fees are already in lim-
ited use at state parks, most 
notably at the popular Dia-
mond Head State Monument.

Gov. Josh Green originally 
proposed requiring every 
tourist above the age of 12 
to pay $50 to use state parks 
and trails. The Legislature 
seems more interested in a 
“license” only to visitors 
who want to access an un-
specified number of un-
named state parks and 
trails.

The idea of charging fees 
for tourists to visit state 
beaches appears unpracti-
cal because of their multiple 
access points.

DOCARE officers likely 

will lead the effort to en-
force violations but could 
be assisted by county police 
and state sheriff’s deputies.

The newest class of  
DOCARE officers was sworn 
in Friday at Leeward Com-
munity College.

Including the new recruit-
ing class, DOCARE now has 
95 officers.

“To the visitor mindset, 
Hawai‘i’s natural resources 
are elements of paradise — 
clear ocean waters, sandy 
beaches, warm sun, tropical 
fish — but to residents with 
ties to this place, it means a 
lot more, it’s our identity,” 
DOCARE Lt. Carlton Helm, 
who led the DOCARE acad-
emy, told the recruits Friday, 
according to a statement 
from DLNR. “Without the  
resources, little by little, we 
start to lose that identity. 
CREOs (Conservation and 
Resources Enforcement offi-
cers) are committed to our 
communities and to protect-
ing our resources.”

The newly commissioned 
officers are now in their field- 
training phase working 
along side veteran officers at 
their assigned branches: 14 
on Oahu, 14 on Hawaii is-
land, seven on Maui and six 
on Kauai.

“I’m greatly appreciative 
for the kuleana that these 
men and women have ac-
cepted,” DLNR Chair Dawn 
Chang said to the recruits at 
their commission ceremony 
Friday, according to DLNR’s 
statement. “I welcome them 
to the DLNR ohana.”

Cemetery
Plots

Hawaiian  Memorial Park
3 Plots in Mount Calvary 2
$5,000 Each. Text or Call
808-221-2218

Mililani Memorial Park 3 
Plots for Sale near Flag 
Pole area. $6,000 Each 
808-384-0204

Mililani Memorial Park 6 
plot $7500/ea. inclds 
transfer fee sect TT block 
128 nr rd. 808-371-8171

Valley of the Temples in 
Ocean View Terrace Sale 
by private owner 
808-220-4667

Harriet U. Coelho
81, of Honolulu, Hawaii, died in
Honolulu on March 3, 2023. She
was born in Honolulu. Visitation:
9:30 a.m.; Services: 10:30 a.m.
on Tuesday, March 28, 2023, at
Borthwick Mortuary, Maunakea
Chapel, Honolulu. Burial: 1:00 p.m.
at the Hawaii State Veterans
Cemetery in Kaneohe.

Yuan Li Fang
76, of Honolulu, Hawaii, died in
Honolulu on March 1, 2023. He
was born in China.

Robin Dwayne Govan 
56, of Hilo, Hawaii, died in Hilo
on February 11, 2023. He was
born in Detroit, Michigan. Memorial
Services will be held at a later date.

Lovelyline Shizue Kwock
84, of Honolulu, Hawaii, died in
Honolulu on February 17, 2023.
She was born in Puako on the
Big Island. Visitation: 10:00 a.m.;
Services: 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
March 28, 2023, at Hawaiian
Memorial Park, Kaneohe. Burial:
2:00 p.m. at Hawaiian Memorial
Park Cemetery, Kaneohe.

Richard Wayne Lee
65, of Kaneohe, Hawaii, died in
Kailua on February 5, 2023. He
was born in Honolulu, Hawaii.
Private Services.

Bert On Leong Lum
83, of Waipahu, Hawaii,
died in Waipahu on

December 10, 2022. He was born
in Honolulu. Private services were
held.

Dennis K. Tsunoda 
72, of Kailua, Hawaii,

died in Honolulu on
February 13, 2023. He was born
in Honolulu. Private Services.

IN MEMORY
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By Karen Weise
New York Times

Amazon plans to lay off 
9,000 corporate and tech 
workers by the end of April, 
adding to the 18,000 roles it 
cut in late 2022 and January, 
Andy Jassy, the company’s 
CEO, said Monday in a note 
to employees.

The new layoffs, which 
amount to less than 3% of its 
corporate workforce, will 
target workers in some of 
Amazon’s most profitable  
divisions, which previously 
had been spared, including 
Amazon’s cloud computing 
business and advertising  
operations. Those two seg-
ments of the business are 
much higher-margin opera-
tions than Amazon’s core re-
tail business, according to 
financial analysts and filings.

For more than a year, 

Jassy has been pursuing cost 
cuts at Amazon. The com-
pany rapidly added employ-
ees during the pandemic and 
put a priority on some proj-
ects that lacked obvious 
ways to become profitable. 
He has pulled back on expan-
sion of the company’s ware-
house operations, and 
paused work on the largest 
phase of Amazon’s planned 
second headquarters near 
Washington, D.C.

The company froze hiring 
in the fall, and by November 
had plans to lay off about 
10,000 employees, a target 
that expanded to 18,000 in 
early January.

Amazon had about 
380,000 corporate employ-
ees at the end of 2022. Most 
of Amazon’s roughly 1.5 mil-
lion employees are hourly 
workers who power its 
warehouse operations.

Amazon plans 
to lay off another 
9,000 employees

New class of officers 
to lead enforcement 
of state tourist fees
By Tori DeJournett
tdejournett@staradvertiser.com

The lineup of dancers 
participating in the 60th 
Merrie Monarch Festival in 
Hilo has been announced 
for April.

Twelve soloists will vie 
for the Miss Aloha Hula title 
on April 13 at the Edith 
Kanaka‘ole Stadium, where 
the stage already has been 
constructed.

Twenty-three halau from 
across the state and be-
yond — including 19 wa-
hine and nine kane groups 
— will compete in the 
group kahiko competition 
on April 14 and the group 
auana competition on 
April 15.

“We’re just happy to be 
back and to be able to cele-
brate hula again,” said festi-
val President Luana Kawelu. 
“The halau are also excited 
to return to the stage and 
just enjoy hula.”

In 2022 the competition 
proceeded with a limited 

live audience, but no tickets 
were sold to the public. 
This year the tickets were 
publicly available and al-
ready have been sold out, 
according to Kawelu.

Many former winners are 
returning this year, includ-
ing 2022’s overall winner, 
Halau Ka Lei Mokihana o 
Leina‘ala from Kauai, along 
with longtime participants 

Halau Mohala ‘Ilima, Halau 
Ka Liko Pua o Kalaniakea, 
and Halau Na Mamo o 
Pu‘uanahulu of Oahu.

Most of the competing 
halau are from Oahu, but 
there also will be four from 
Maui, three from Hawaii is-
land, one from Kauai and 
one from Washington state.

Once again there also will 
be an in-person ho‘olaulea, 

ho‘ike night, Hawaiian Arts 
and Craft Fair, and parade 
in downtown Hilo, with fes-
tivities beginning on Easter 
Sunday, April 9.

Kawelu said there are no 
COVID-19 testing require-
ments for participants in 
this year’s festival.

Ho‘ike night on April 12 
will feature Hilo’s popular 
Halau o Kekuhi, as usual, 
along with students of the 
late kumu hula Johnny Lum 
Ho.

Tickets for Ho‘ike this 
year were $5 each to cele-
brate the 60th and were 
available to those who 
stood in line on the last 
Sunday in February, said 
Kawelu. A few are still left, 
she said, from the Merrie 
Monarch office at 865 
Piilani St.

The judges for this year’s 
hula competition include 
Cy Bridges, Ed Collier, Vicky 
Holt Takamine, Nalani Kana-
ka‘ole, Noenoelani Zutter-
meister Lewis, Pi‘ilani Lua 
and Kalena Silva.

60th Merrie Monarch Festival set
By Nina Wu
nwu@staradvertiser.com

‘Amazing comeback’ for Hawaii 
schools at national media contest

Hawaii’s massive contin-
gent at the annual national 
Student Television Network 
media competition over the 
weekend was again a domi-
nant force, breaking its own 
record by scooping up 47 
awards — seven more than 
in 2022.

The Student Television 
Network conference is one 
of the most prestigious 
competitions in youth mul-
timedia journalism and film-
making in the United States. 
The strong showing this 
year by the 202 students 
from 16 Hawaii schools at 
the conference in Long 
Beach, Calif., was made ex-
tra special by the fact that  
it was the first year that is-
land participants were able 
to return to full in-person 
participation since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began.

“It’s a pretty amazing 
comeback,” said Robert 
Pennybacker, vice president 
of learning initiatives at PBS 
Hawaii, which includes the 
“Hiki No” student journal-
ism initiative, which sup-
ports scores of local 
schools’ media programs.

In March 2020 the de-
scending pandemic caused 
the abrupt cancellation of 
the STN conference, which 
stranded dozens of Hawaii 
students and teachers for 
days in Washington, D.C. In 
2021 the competition was 
held exclusively online. In 
2022, Hawaii students par-
ticipated via a virtual “hub” 
of STN in Waikiki, and the 

local contingent still earned 
40 national awards.

In fact, Hawaii’s schools 
as a group typically have 
captured roughly 20% of 
the STN awards in recent 
years, Pennybacker said.

“It’s always exciting to 
see our students participat-
ing in this rigorous national 
competition,” state schools 
Superintendent Keith Ha-
yashi said by email. “It’s an 
authentic learning experi-
ence that allows them to  
explore their creative pas-
sions, hone … their digital 
media skills, and compete 
with other students across 
the country. The record 
number of awards for  
Hawaii public schools this 
year shows how our stu-
dents and staff continue to 
excel even on a national 
stage. Congratulations to all 
of the Hawaii participants 
— we are so proud of how 
each and every one of you 
represented your schools 
and our state.”

That local schools tend 
to count their STN awards 
as a group total is a telling 
sign of the statewide, year-
round cooperation among 
media teachers and pro-
grams that keeps Hawaii 
students winning big.

The high-pressure STN 
conference draws thou-
sands of students each year 
from across the States to 
compete in timed contests 
to create video stories simi-
lar in style and quality to 
content commonly found 
on professional TV, movies 
and online.

Contest categories range 

from news and weather  
reports to anchoring, com-
mentary, promotion, short- 
form film and documentary. 
The students use state-of-
the-art camera and editing 
equipment and technology, 
interviewing and writing 
skills, planning, time man-
agement and teamwork. 
And during conference 
competition they must 
work without help from the 
teachers who’ve trained 
them up to that point.

While schools within 
most other states often see 
each other primarily as 
competitors, the schools 
from Hawaii tend to work 
together. Several dozen me-
dia teachers and programs 
across the islands regularly 
pool their collective wis-
dom, sharing curriculum 
and teaching tips, and coor-
dinating group trainings 
and conferences. “We are 
very willing to share with 
each other. That’s kind of 
rare in teaching,” said Kevin 
Matsunaga, media teacher 
at Chiefess Kamakahelei 
Middle School.

For the awards ceremony 
on Sunday at the Long Beach 
Convention & Entertain-
ment Center, the Hawaii stu-
dents, teachers and 
chaperones showed up in 
matching green shirts with 
a shaka illustration and the 
word “Aloha” on the front. 
They sat together on the 
left side of the auditorium 
and shrieked their approval 
for every Hawaii school 
that placed, even when 
they were pitted against 
each other in a category.

“If any Hawaii school 
goes up on the (awards) 
screen, the whole Hawaii 
section goes bananas,” 
Matsunaga said.

Schools with teams that 
earned at least one award 
in on-site deadline competi-
tions were Chiefess Kama-
kahelei Middle School, 
Hawaii Technology Acad-
emy, Highlands Intermedi-
ate School, Honouliuli 
Middle School, Kauai High 
School, Kalaheo High 
School, Kamehameha 
Schools-Maui, Kapaa High 
School, Maui Waena Inter-
mediate School, Moanalua 
High School, Pomaikai Ele-
mentary School, Waianae 
Intermediate School and 
Waianae High School.

Teams from Lahaina  
Intermediate School, Mc-
Kinley High School and 
Waia kea High School also 
participated.

Seven Excellence Awards, 
for categories that called 
for submissions in advance 
of the convention, went to 
teams from Chiefess Kama-
kahelei Middle School, 
Kauai High School, Maui 
Waena Intermediate School, 
Moanalua High School and 
Waianae High School.

Pomaikai Elementary 
School got extra kudos for 
winning three awards in 
middle school categories. 
Maui Waena Intermediate 
School was the local school 
with the most honors: 12.

The STN awards cere-
mony, including brief clips 
of the Hawaii students’  
projects, can be viewed at  
stnconvention.com.

By Esme M. Infante
einfante@staradvertiser.com

CINDY ELLEN RUSSELL / CRUSSELL@STARADVERTISER.COM 

Halau Hula Lani Ola, under the direction of kumu 
Puanani Jung, from Laguna Hills, Calif., performed 
“Kui Tree” in the hula ‘auana competition of 2022’s 
59th annual Merrie Monarch Festival.

COURTESY MARCIE REIHANIFAM

More than 200 Hawaii students competed over the weekend at the national Student Television Network in 
Long Beach, Calif.


