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At PBS Hawai'i, our work continues to be rooted in a simple belief: Hawai'i’s
stories matter. Whether through local documentaries, trusted civic
conversations, Hawaiian music, or student-produced content, we stay focused
on serving our state with integrity and care.

Fiscal Year 2026 brought significant change to public media nationwide, yet PBS
Hawai'i stayed grounded. We communicated clearly, relied on our mission, and
continued to provide the educational, cultural, and civic resources our
community counts on. That steady approach strengthened trust and helped
drive one of the most successful years in our history.

Strengthening Our Commitment to Hawai'i

Throughout the year, we invested in local storytelling that reflects the depth and
diversity of our islands. Home is Here released new episodes celebrating the
resilience of Honoka‘a on the Hamakua Coast and honoring the legacy of Aloha
Stadium, places filled with history, community pride, and unforgettable
moments. These stories deepened our connection to viewers statewide and
reinforced the importance of place-based storytelling.

We premiered In Hawaiian Hands, a two-part reggae documentary exploring the
evolution of reggae in Hawai‘i and the artists who shaped its sound. We also
completed the final season of Alanui Mele, chronicling Hawai'‘i’s hip hop history
through thoughtful interviews and archival footage. Together, these projects
highlighted the breadth of Hawai‘i’s musical heritage.

Our PBS Hawai'i Presents series featured 16 films, including a 10-part series that
created new opportunities for emerging storytellers. These films ranged from
cultural explorations to personal narratives, reflecting the creativity and diversity
of Hawai'i’'s independent producers. PBS Hawai'‘i Classics continued to preserve
and share archival gems from Spectrum Hawaii and Pau Hana Years, connecting
generations to Hawai'i’s history and culture through restored footage and
timeless profiles.

Na Mele remained a cornerstone of our cultural stewardship. This year included
live recordings with Henry Kapono and Friends at Halekulani in Waikiki and new
studio performances from Kalapana, Joshua Kahula, Nuff Sedd, and Kala'e
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Camarillo. These programs celebrate and preserve Hawai'i’'s musical heritage,
bridging generations through mele and strengthening our commitment to local
music.

Engaging and Empowering Learners

HIKI NO on PBS Hawai'i continued to be a statewide catalyst for student
storytelling, confidence, and creativity. In April 2026, the program celebrated its
17th season. Students produced personal narratives, cultural features, and
issue-driven stories that aired across the state, guided by dedicated teachers,
mentors, and PBS Hawai'i staff.

A major milestone this year was the implementation of a centralized Airtable
database, bringing together 17 seasons, 362 episodes, and more than 1,600
stories into a single system. This resource improves efficiency, strengthens
archival access, and supports coordinated distribution across broadcast and
digital platforms. It also enhances grant reporting, supports rebroadcast
planning, and provides real-time visibility into stories moving through the
production pipeline. Partnerships with HIDOE, STEMworks Hawai'i, and Mental
Health America of Hawai'i helped students explore mental health, innovation,
and resilience with depth and care.

Civic Dialogue That Brings Hawai'i Together

PBS Hawai'i continued to serve as a trusted public square. We produced 33 new
episodes of INSIGHTS on PBS Hawai‘i, covering issues ranging from flash flood
threats to Medicaid changes, proposed driver-license rules, the future of the
Waikiki Natatorium, and whether college athletes should be paid with public
money. These conversations provided clarity on complex issues and reinforced
our role as a neutral, accessible space for civic engagement.

On May 14, 2026, we hosted a live conversation with the finalists for Honolulu’s
13th police chief, the second time the Honolulu Police Commission selected PBS
Hawai'‘i to host this public forum. The 90-minute broadcast gave viewers a
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chance to hear directly from the candidates and submit questions in real time,
strengthening transparency and public trust.

We also produced five KAKOU: Hawai'‘i’s Town Hall programs, bringing
neighbors together to discuss topics including the arts, faith, affordability,
constitutional reform, and the future of Kalaupapa. Each conversation was
grounded in respect, openness, and community-centered dialogue.

Digital Growth and Innovation

FY2026 marked our strongest digital year to date. PBS Hawai'i is now operating
as a digital-first content producer, meeting audiences where they are and
expanding our reach far beyond traditional broadcast.

Six episodes of ‘'ONO! Hawai'i’s Food Culture surpassed 100,000 views, including
two that exceeded 650,000 views combined. Our social platforms saw record
increases across Instagram, YouTube, TikTok, and Facebook, reflecting both the
quality of our content and the strong appetite for authentic, local storytelling.

We continued to strengthen partnerships that support digital innovation,
including collaborations with Spectrum and Honolulu Magazine. These partnerships
help us reach new audiences, deepen engagement statewide, and inform
content strategy through advanced viewer data.

Infrastructure, Access and Organizational Resilience

Operationally, we made adjustments to absorb the loss of federal funding
without disrupting service. These included reducing annual expenses, securing a
one-time 15.4 percent reduction in national programming dues, and realigning
internal operations to strengthen long-term sustainability. PBS Hawai'i will now
cover the full cost of national programming, an estimated $1.34 million for
FY2026 and $1.41 million for FY2027, reinforcing the importance of the
community-based model that has sustained us for decades

Philanthropic Momentum and Community Trust

Community support remained strong throughout the fiscal year. Operational
fundraising exceeded expectations across individual giving, major gifts, and
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foundation support. December became our first million-dollar month in
operational revenue, and we surpassed $4 million in Advancement fundraising, a
milestone for our organization.

For the 22nd consecutive year, PBS was ranked as America’s most trusted
institution. Here at home, we remain committed to upholding that trust through
transparency, integrity, and aloha.

Looking Ahead

As we celebrate our 60th anniversary year, PBS Hawai'i is focused on building a
future rooted in local relevance, digital innovation, and access for all. We remain
committed to providing high-quality educational content, trusted journalism,
and storytelling that reflects the people and places of Hawai'i.

Nationally acclaimed programs such as PBS NewsHour, NOVA, Nature,
FRONTLINE, All Creatures Great and Small and Antiques Roadshow, along with
beloved children’s programs like Sesame Street and Daniel Tiger’s
Neighborhood, continue to enrich lives across our state. Our mission remains
clear: to uplift, to inform, and to connect Hawai'i’s people through thoughtful,
independent media.

On behalf of our Board of Directors and our dedicated staff, mahalo nui for your
continued support and for your belief in the importance of independent,
community-based public media. With your partnership, PBS Hawai'i will continue

to serve our entire state with purpose, care, and aloha.

With aloha and respect,

L
/@’k ~e Jrwae v
Ron Mizutani Torrie Inouye

President and CEO, PBS Hawai'i PBS Hawai'i Board Chair
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Our Mission

PBS Hawai'i advances learning
and discovery through
storytelling that profoundly
touches lives.

Hawai'i’s
Television Station

PBS Hawai'i is the only locally owned, statewide television
station in Hawai‘i, broadcasting in the islands since 1966.
We are the sole Hawai‘i member of the trusted Public
Broadcasting Service (PBS).

Led by a statewide Board of Directors and a locally based
team of management and staff, PBS Hawai'i is the only
federally licensed educational broadcaster in the state.

We share the stories of the community we serve, offering
local content and engagement that remain true to our
values; pono (rightness/balance), kuleana
(responsibility), imi na‘auao (knowledge/wisdom), lokahi
(collaboration/unity), aloha kekahi i kekahi
(respecting/caring for others), malama (to protect/care
for), kalia i ka nu’u (strive for excellence).
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31

Full-Time Staff

y

Part-Time Staff

7

Students

19

Unpaid Statewide
Board Members

1

Statewide Community

Advisory Board Members

212

Volunteers

31

Volunteer Event Days

14,512

Citizen Donors

43

Business Sponsors

18

Grantors
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Board of
Directors

As of June 2026

Torrie Inouye Siana Hunt Joan Fujita Beth Amaro Adam Bauer
Chair Vice Chair Treasurer

James E. Daniel Ashley Cheryl Ka‘uhane
Duffy, Jr. lkaika Ito Takitani Leahey Lupenui

£

Kevin Theresia Jeff Rick
McMurdo Mikulina Nakashima

B 7 %’5“? ST
Ryan Kaipo  Ku'uhaku Park  Harmonee
Nobriga Williams Wong-Kalu
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Statewide
Community
Advisory
Board

7 S

Chuck Boller  Ku‘ulani Auld

As of June 2026 el
! )| AT
Sterling Higa Kainoa Horcajo Dr. Shawn Ka'‘imi Namaielua
Kana'iaupuni Kaupiko
Lei Kiho'i Kolby Akamu Marissa
Moser Sandblom
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Station
Management

As of June 2026 Ron Mizutani Karen Yamamoto
President and CEO Senior Vice President Vice President
and CFO Content

KT

Robert Pennybacker Christina Brent Keane Honey Maltin-Wisot = Daniel Odroniec
Vice President Kanemoto Sumida Director Director Chief Engineer
Business Development Vice President Learning Initiatives Communications
Advancement
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ENGINEERING HIGHLIGHTS

ENGINEERING

During fiscal year 2026, we made the following
updates to PBS Hawai'i.

PBS Hawai'i tower at Palehua on O'ahu

Emergency Alert

System Upgrade

We replaced the Digital Alert Systems
DASDEC with the new DASDEC Ill Emergency
Alert System. The DASDEC Il is the next
generation of emergency messaging
technology, providing improved reliability,
enhanced security and long-term support for
federal and state emergency alerting
requirements.

XPression Graphics System

We installed a new Ross XPression graphics
system to enhance on-air production
capabilities. The new real-time motion
graphics platform enables the creation of
high-quality broadcast graphics and
streamlines the production workflow,
allowing staff to produce more dynamic and
engaging visual content.

Ross Video

Production Switcher

We upgraded the station’s production control
room with a new Ross Acuity video production

switcher and TouchDrive control surface. This
system provides increased flexibility,
expanded production capabilities and
improved operator efficiency while
supporting high-quality live productions.

Audio Console Replacement

We replaced the production's audio console
with a new Solid State Logic (SSL) digital
audio system. The new console utilizes
industry-standard IP networking for audio
transport, routing, device discovery and
control. Its fully redundant network
architecture improves reliability and provides
a modern broadcast infrastructure capable of
supporting future production requirements.

Ross e
[ .
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LEARNING INITIATIVES

HIKI NO

O PBS Hawa

Season 17 of HIKI NO on PBS Hawai'i celebrated
a major milestone: 15 years of empowering
Hawai‘i’s students to tell their stories, share
their perspectives and connect communities
across the islands. Since the first episode aired
on February 28, 2011, HIKI NO has grown into a
statewide network of student storytellers and
educators, providing authentic learning
experiences through media production and
journalism. This year, the program honored its
legacy while investing in its future through
expanded educator engagement, strengthened
collaboration and new opportunities for

students to showcase their creativity and voices.

Across 22 episodes featuring 99 student-
produced stories from 41schools, HIKI NO
continued to demonstrate the power of
authentic youth storytelling while supporting
many additional schools through training,
mentorship and professional development
opportunities.

Student Storytelling

That Resonates

Season 17 continued HIKI NO’s tradition of
elevating student voices through meaningful
storytelling experiences. Student work
throughout the year reflected themes of
cultural identity, environmental stewardship,
community history and personal growth.
Special episodes highlighted some of the
most impactful work of the season, including
the Student Voice Awards in partnership with
Mental Health America of Hawai'i, which
honored stories centered on empathy,
resilience and mental health awareness. The
Class of 2025 spotlight episodes returned,
showcasing graduating seniors reflecting on
their HIKI NO experiences and its lasting
impact. HIKI NO also contributed to PBS
Hawai‘i’s 60th anniversary programming with

Waikik Elementary School teacher Amy Wada works with students

a retrospective segment reflecting on its 15-
year history and statewide impact.

Participation in the Fall, Winter and Spring
Challenges remained strong. The 2025 Fall
Challenge featured eight high schools and
two middle schools across all major islands,
including first-time participant O Hina i Ka
Malama Hawaiian Language Academy at
Moloka'‘i High School. The 2026 Winter
Challenge saw increased elementary
participation, leading to the introduction of a
dedicated elementary division, with Alvah
Scott Elementary in ‘Aiea, O’ahu, earning top
recognition in its inaugural category. The
2026 Spring Challenge marked a new chapter
with Maui Ocean Center joining as presenting
sponsor, guiding students through the theme
“Where We Meet the Water.”

Strengthening Learning
Through Story

A major highlight of the year was the return
of the in-person HIKI NO Teachers
Conference for the first time since 2019.
Educators from across the state participated
in hands-on workshops led by HIKI NO
mentors, staff and peers, focusing on pre-
production, scripting, interviewing, sound,
editing and post-production. The conference
strengthened educator collaboration and
provided practical tools to support student
storytelling in the classroom.

12 PBS HAWAI'Il ANNUAL REPORT 2026
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Kiara Hamora & Alohilani Riklon from Kealakehe High School

The PBS Learning Media collection also
expanded with three new Hawai'i-based
lesson plans focused on science and
environmental stewardship. Among them
was a collaboration with Hyperspective
featuring Vanishing Voices: Saving Our
Hawaiian Forest Birds, paired with PBS
Hawai'i content in a lesson on the impact of
invasive mosquitoes on native bird
populations and ongoing conservation
efforts. An additional science lesson and a
HIKI NO production tutorial are in
development.

Elevating Youth Voices

Through Collaboration

HIKI NO continued to strengthen its
statewide impact through partnerships and
shared learning opportunities. PBS Hawai'i
staff and mentors participated in SHOOTS
Summit Hawai'i, which brought together 920
participants, including 702 students and 98
teachers. Through workshops and judging,
HIKI NO reinforced storytelling standards,
collaboration and career readiness for
emerging media creators.

HIKI NO also continued its partnership with
Mental Health America of Hawai'i through
the Student Voice Awards. In addition, HIKI
NO partnered with AKing in Paradise, a project
inspired by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s visit to
Hawai'i, offering students opportunities to

reflect on the legacy of their schools and
communities through storytelling. HIKI NO
also partnered with the Hawai‘i Workforce
Pipeline to provide students and teachers
with real-world learning experiences and
career exploration opportunities.

A Growing Community of

Storytellers

As HIKI NO celebrated its 15th anniversary,
the program continued to highlight the long-
term impact of student participation beyond
high school. Alumni shared how their
experiences shaped their academic and
career paths.

This year, HIKI NO featured former Gwen Ifill
Fellows from Kaua'i High School. Kate
Nakamura is studying at Arizona State
University’s Walter Cronkite School of
Journalism and recently completed an
internship with Arizona PBS, contributing to
broadcast production and digital content.
Tiffany Sagucio now works in early childhood
education, applying the communication and
storytelling skills developed through HIKI NO
in her work with young learners. Their
journeys reflect the enduring impact of HIKI
NO: equipping students with skills to tell
meaningful stories and contribute to their
communities. Fifteen years after its launch,
HIKI NO continues to grow as both a
storytelling platform and a catalyst for
student opportunity across Hawai'i.

HIKI NO Managing Editor Eleni Avandafo with students
at SHOOTS! Summit Hawai'i

13
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HiKI NO
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2025 - 2026
Participating Schools

Participating Schools 94
T =Title | Schools 42

Honolulu County (55)
Aliamanu Middle School
Alvah Scott Elementary School '
Assets School
Campbell High School
‘Ewa Makai Middle School
Farrington High School 7
Hawai‘i Baptist Academy
Hawai‘i School for the Deaf
and the Blind
Hawai‘i Technology Academy Public
Charter School
Highlands Intermediate School
Hongwanji Mission School
Honouliuli Middle School
Honowai Elementary School *
Island Pacific Academy
Kahuku High & Intermediate School”
Kailua Intermediate School
Kaimuki Middle School
Kaiser High School
Kalaheo High School
Kalakaua Middle School T
Kalani High School
Kamaile Academy Public
Charter School”
Kamehameha Schools - Kapalama
Kapolei High School
Kawananakoa Middle School”
Keolu Elementary 7
McKinley High School '
Mid-Pacific Institute High School
Mid-Pacific Institute Middle School
Mililani Middle School
Moanalua High School
Moanalua Middle School
Myron B. Thompson Academy
Public Charter School
Niu Valley Middle School
Pacific Buddhist Academy
Pearl City High School

Pearl City Highlands
Elementary School

Pearl Ridge Elementary School

Punahou School

Radford High School

Roosevelt High School

Sacred Hearts Academy

Saint Louis School

Solomon Elementary School

Voyager Public Charter School

Wahiawa Middle School

Waiahole Elementary School T

Wai‘alae Elementary Public
Charter School

Wai‘anae High School ’

Wai‘anae Intermediate School T

Waikikt Elementary School

Waimanalo Elementary &
Intermediate School

Waipahu High School

Waipahu Intermediate School

Washington Middle School '

Kaua'i County (6)
Chiefess Kamakahelei
Middle School '
Island School
Kapa‘a High School
Kapa‘a Middle School '
Kaua‘i High School
Waimea High School”

Maui County (14)

H. P. Baldwin High School "
Hawai‘i Technology Academy
Public Charter School
- Lahaina Campus
Kahului Elementary School
Kalama Intermediate School”
Kamehameha Schools Maui
High School
Kamehameha Schools Maui
Middle School
Kihei Elementary School "
Kalanihdko‘i High School T
Lahaina Intermediate School”
Lahainaluna High School T
Maui High School

Maui Waena Intermediate School T

Moloka‘i High School - ‘O Hina
I Ka Malama’
Pomaika‘i Elementary School

Hawai‘i County (19)

Ernest Bowen DeSilva
Elementary School

Hawai'‘i Preparatory Academy
Middle School

Hilo High School *

Hilo Intermediate School

Honoka‘a High &
Intermediate School 7

Ka ‘Umeke Ka‘eo
Public Charter School "

Ka‘d High School & Pahala
Elementary School '

Ke Kula ‘O Nawahiokalani‘opu‘u Iki
Lab Public Charter School

Kea‘au High School T

Kea‘au Middle School T

Kealakehe High School T

Konawaena High School *

Kua O Ka La New Century Public
Charter School, Hilo T

Kua O Ka La New Century Public
Charter School - Hipu‘u Virtual
Academy, Miloli‘i

Pahoa High and
Intermediate School '

Parker School

Volcano School of Arts & Sciences
Public Charter School "

Waiakea High School

West Hawai'i Explorations Academy

14 PBS HAWAI'Il ANNUAL REPORT 2026
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Local Programs

We are dedicated to creating original programs

that reflect the diversity of our island home —
programs that our viewers have come to
appreciate and trust. This compelling content
covers a wide variety of issues that matter to
our community, preserving our diverse cultural
and ethnic backgrounds and building
understanding through distinct voices and
authentic representation.

INSIGHTS on PBS HAWAI'I

This weekly, live one-hour public affairs
program on most Thursdays throughout the
year offered discussions on a variety of issues
facing our community, including:

. New rules for skateboarders and moped
riders

. Next steps for the Department of Hawaiian
Homelands after it did not get requested
funds from the Legislature

. What is being done to combat the alarming
increase in traffic fatalities across the state

. Getting more locally-grown food into the
public school meal system

. Updates on the redevelopment of Aloha
Stadium, the War Memorial Natatorium in
Waikiki and a city plan to build a race track
in Kalaeloa, Central O'ahu

. An episode featuring the mayors of each of
Hawai'i’s four counties

. The increasing threat of flash flooding as
the climate changes

. Adiscussion on how the state and medical
providers are handling changes to the
Medicaid system

INSIGHTS

oN QPBS Hawar

How the state is dealing with less federal
money for education

How the legal system is dealing with the
expanded use of artificial intelligence (Al)

What the state is doing to rejuvenate the
local film industry

Details on the first time that surfing is
designated as an official, sanctioned
competitive high school sport

Whether enough is being done to promote
sports tourism in Hawai'i;\

Explaining how revenue from the new so-
called “green fee” tax on tourists will be
spent

Details of new proposed rules to renew
driver’s licenses

Whether taxpayer money should be used to
pay college athletes

The pros and cons of a proposed
partnership between the state’s biggest
medical insurance provider HMSA and the
second largest hospital system in the
islands, Hawai'i Pacific Health

A discussion with the three finalists for
Honolulu Police Chief

15
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How to prepare for hurricane and wildfire
season

Three episodes featuring candidates in
election contests from across O'ahu,
including the Democratic Primary for State
House Districts 26, 28 and 39 as well at the
Republican Primary for State House District
39.

Home is Here

This monthly 30-minute program includes
stories about life in Hawai‘i from all islands.

In fiscal year 2026, these included:

A profile of historian, journalist and
columnist Bob Sigall

The history of Grove Farm museum on
Kaua'i

A collection of Filipino art and cultural items
in a curated exhibit

An episode dedicated to the history and
people of Honoka'a along the Big Island’s
Hamakua Coast

Keoni Kaholoa'a, an interpretive park ranger
at Volcanoes National Park, iwho returned
home to rediscover his culture and share it

with others

Aloha Stadium

Local hip-hop star Tassho Pearce and
Micronesian artist Kalany Omengkar

A story about rice bag clothing and the
origin of palaka in fashions unique to
Hawai'i

An engineering major who left the
construction industry after 10 years to chase
his passion for astronomy

Jana Lam, an entrepreneur who discovered
her passion for screen printing and created
a successful business

A Kaua'i police officer who developed a skill
in the Japanese art of gyotaku, or fish
painting

The Hawaiian Railway Society, the only
surviving railroad in Hawai'i, which provides
a historical tour in West O'ahu

An episode devoted to the history of Aloha
Stadium

The little-known Lana‘i Culture and
Heritage Center preserving the history of
that island

The Ho'omau Fire Academy that prepares
young people for careers as a firefighters

The Aloha State Sumo Association which
teaches young athletes the technique and
protocols of the ancient Japanese sport of
sumo.

16
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Na Mele

In fiscal-year 2026 we featured Maui musician
Joshua Kahula and his band Nuff Sedd which
have been making music for more than 20
years.

We also produced a pledge show featuring
Kalapana, a band from the 1970s that was
celebrating its 50th anniversary with a
touring show that included a few veteran
musicians mixed with younger music artists
against a backdrop of videos of performances
by original band members through several
decades.

se it outAK
In another pledge program, we recorded
Henry Kapono at Halekulani’s House Without
A Key where he performed favorite songs he
produced through the years and songs
performed as part of the popular Cecilio &
Kapono duo.

We recorded ‘ukulele virtuoso Taimane and
the group Ei Nei. Both programs will
premiere in fiscal year 2027.

17
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KAKOU: Hawai'i’s Town Hall

PBS Hawai'i presented five, live 90-minute
episodes of KAKOU: Hawai'i's Town Hall. The
programs featured panels with varied voices
about the topic at hand as well as questions
sent in by viewers via phone, email and social
media.

The first episode was called The Arts: Why
We Need Them. Research shows that people
enjoy a higher quality of life when they
participate in community arts programs. A
local study revealed a strong demand for
such programs particularly those that elevate
local artists and their contributions to cultural
identity. This program brought together
practitioners from different disciplines
including those grounded in Native Hawaiian
culture such as kumu hula to discuss the
need and desire for arts programs and the
positive effects they have on the community
at large.

The second episode was titled How Do We
Define Faith? In this program, PBS Hawai'i
brought together representatives of different
religious denominations to discuss faith,
which is defined differently by different
people. For many, it is rooted in religion. For
others, it is defined by culture, family,
community or something else. Whatever the
source, faith can keep us grounded through
both good and challenging times.

Episode three was called Is It Time for a
Constitutional Convention? Hawai'i last held
a Constitutional Convention 48 years ago, in
1978. That was the second and last time a so-
called ConCon happened. Every 10 years
voters are asked to vote on whether the state
should hold a convention. In 1978, voters
approved dozens of amendments put forth
by the convention including the right to
privacy, the establishment of the Office of

Hawaiian Affairs and term limits for the
governor. This program featured delegates
who were part of the 1978 convention young
lawmakers currently in office and other
panelists who shared the pros and cons of
holding such an event.

The fourth show was titled Creating a
Hawai'i We Can Afford. This program
brought together people from diverse
perspectives to find solutions to the decades-
old problem of the high cost of living in
Hawai‘i. Housing costs top the list, but the
challenge extends far beyond that including
everyday essentials like groceries.

Episode five was called The Future of
Kalaupapa. The peninsula on the north shore
of Moloka'i is made up of some of the most
scenic and pristine natural views in the world.
It has also been home to Hansen’s disease
patients for more than 160 years. Thousands
of Hawai'i residents were forced to leave
their families and relocate to this remote
settlement when they were diagnosed or
even suspected of having leprosy. Despite the
banishment and isolation, the patients
created a community. Many chose to stay
once forced relocations stopped. This
program brought together stakeholders to
discuss what happens or should happen once
the last patients are gone.

HAWAI‘I’S TOWN HALL

The Future of Kalaupapa

18 PBS HAWAI'Il ANNUAL REPORT 2026
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PBS HAWAI'l PRESENTS

PBS Hawai'i shared 16 new independent films,
including a 10-episode series and brought
back an award-winning film the stationed
produced in 1977.

Awakened from Darkness was produced and
directed by Maui filmmaker Tom Vendetti,
who followed the story of Sam Khong for
more than 20 years. Khong was in military
training in the U.S. when his home country of
Cambodia fell during the brutal Khmer Rouge
takeover. He found his way to Maui while
suffering from clinical depression, post-
traumatic stress disorder and a head injury.
All the while, he had no idea if his family had
survived. A support team helped him get
back to Cambodia to find answers and peace.

Island Cowgirls profiles two cowgirls on
opposite sides of Hawai'i island, dedicated to
caring for their family ranches. La'i
Bertlemann grapples with accepting a
mainland scholarship or staying in Hawai'i to
study her culture and be with her
grandfather. Lani Cran Petrie has a balanced
land management plan for Kapapala Ranch,
but the state-held lease is up for renewal.
This program is a digital-only presentation.

Hometown Legends features five kiipuna
sharing their history, mea hana (craft) and
kuleana (responsibility) as was passed to
them. They represent paniolo (cowboys),
lawai‘a (fishermen), po‘e ulana (lauhala
weavers) pahu (drum) carvers and hoe wa'a
(canoe paddling) — cultural practices through
generations of Native Hawaiian history.

Shipment Day is a film adapted from a stage
production taken from the memoir of Olivia
Robello Breitha who was sent to Kalaupapa,
Moloka'i in the early 1930s after being
diagnosed with leprosy while living

with her family on Kaua'i. The film focuses on
the two years she spent at Kalihi Hospital in

(QPBS Hawal

~<PRESENTS>

Hometown Legends

Honolulu before being sent to Kalaupapa on
what back then was called Shipment Day.

Damien was produced by PBS Hawai'i in 1977.
It was a one-man play featuring actor
Terence Knapp as Father Damien De Veuster,
the Belgian priest who ministered to and
cared for Hansen’s disease patients at
Kalaupapa. The film played nationally in 1978
and won a Peabody Award. It is only the third
the time the station has played the film since
2009 when Damien was canonized as a saint
by the Catholic Church. It is the first time the
film was made available on-demand on
pbshawaii.org and on the PBS Hawai'i
YouTube page for all to see.

Price of Paradise shares the compelling story
of Lindamae Lawelawe Maldanado who was
55 years when she learned the truth about
her adoption. She was forcibly taken from her
parents who were patients at Kalaupapa,
Moloka'i. The film follows her journey for
identity and her discovery of a family she
never knew she had.

Corpsman! Pearl Harbor examines the role of
corpsmen and medics during World War Il
with a focus on the experiences of Harry
Chandler, who was stationed at Pearl Harbor,
O‘ahu when Japanese planes launched a
surprise attack on December 7, 1941.
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A Leader’s Journey is a 10-episode series
hosted by veteran broadcaster Yunji de Nies
that profiles impactful leaders from around
the state. Featured in the series are: Billy
Pieper, Josie Howard, Amy Miller, Rich
Matsuda, Marisa Castuera Hayase, John
Leong, Janice Ikeda, Jack Kittinger, Dawn
Lippert and Diane Paloma.

PBS HAWAI'l CLASSICS

These are vintage programs from the PBS
Hawai'i archives that run most Wednesdays
at 7:30 pm. We also shared two 60-minute
programs that had not been seen in decades.

Japanese New Year was a Spectrum Hawai'i
episode that premiered in 1996 and featured
residents of Japanese ancestry who
celebrated the New Year with customs and
practices brought to the islands by
immigrants who came to work on
plantations.

Honolulu Stadium: Where Hawai'i Played also
premiered in 1996 in the Spectrum Hawai’i series.
The documentary-style program recounted
the nearly 50-year history of Honolulu
Stadium in M&'ili‘ili featuring historic photos
and footage combined with

interviews with sports figures, promoters,
journalists and others who shared memories
of the so-called “Termite Palace.”

QPBS HawAr

Years of
Storytelling

PBS Hawai‘i turned 60 on April 15, 2026. To
commemorate that milestone, we produced
a 90-minute pledge program that included
clips from many of the programs dating back
to 1966 and interviewed former station
personnel, including three who started as
student employees in the 1960s, 70s and 80s.

Honolulu Stadium: Where Hawai Playéd

GET CAUGHT READING

PBS Hawai'i continues to produce GET
CAUGHT READING spots that range from 30
seconds to 90 seconds and feature people
from all walks of life reading a passage from
a favorite book or poem. Animation of the
spoken words accompany the read to
encourage reading for all ages.

i

GET CAUGHT B

REAGI.

O PBS Hawan

Ao

Aleksah Martine;

‘Ewa Beach, West O'ahu

ALANUI MELE:

Hawai'i Hip-Hop History
ALANUI MELE: Hawai'i Hip-Hop History
explores the intricate, influential and
sometimes enigmatic origins of hip-hop
culture in Hawai'i as told through the lens of
some of the most prolific figures in the local
hip-hop landscape.
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The video podcast includes 43 episodes over
three seasons, including eight in FY2026.
Each episode is a candid one-on-one
interview with deejays, graffiti artists,
emcees, musicians, dancers and
entrepreneurs who helped pave the way for
generations of creative individuals and
groups, in Hawai‘i and beyond, to follow in
their footsteps.

The most popular interview this season was
with artist SPEL ONER, who found an
opportunity to channel his creativity and skill
with computers, design and illustration into
new mediums, inspiring new artists and
connecting with generations.

‘'ONO! Hawai'i’s Food Culture

Season Two of ‘ONO! Hawai'‘i’s Food Culture
served up eight brand new episodes in
FY2026, three more than its inaugural season.
This PBS Hawai'i digital exclusive series takes
viewers on a nostalgic culinary journey to
discover the origin stories of some of
Hawai'i's most iconic local foods like:

« How the Portuguese Malasada Took Over Hawai'i

« The Story of Hawaiian Poke (with Chef Sam Choy)

« Hawaiian Shave Ice is a Taste of Nostalgia

« Meat Jun is Hawai’’s Favorite Korean Comfort Food

« LiHing Mui and the Story of Crack Seed in Hawai'i

« Huli Huli Chicken: Hawai‘’s Roadside BBQ Dish

« Making Pasteles Hawaiian Style

« Portuguese Sausage: Hawai'i’s Favorite Breakfast Meat

This season saw incredible growth with 1.4
million views. More than 400,000 of those
views came from the feature on huli huli
chicken, which became the fastest rising
video on the PBS Hawai'i YouTube channel,
triggering trips down memory lane for
people across islands and generations as they
remembered fundraisers, family meals and
stops at their favorite roadside stands.

ONO'

Hawai'i's Food Culture . "5 ¢

The Story of Hawaiian Poke

‘ONOl,

Hawai'i's Food Culture

Huli Huli Chicken: Hawai'‘i’s Roadside BBQ Dish
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Connecting &

Engaging with Our

Community

Community is at the heart of all we do. Engaging with
the people and organizations around our islands is
imperative when it comes to building, reaffirming and
strengthening our connections with the community we
serve. Every interaction with keiki, kGpuna, ‘ohana,
donors and sponsors provides an opportunity for PBS
Hawai'i to share what we do and show that our mission is
more than just words, it is a promise to generations to
come.

Keiki & ‘Ohana

For decades, PBS and PBS Hawai'i have been
synonymous with high-quality, trusted,
beloved, educational programming for
children. Many of these shows have taught
generations about everything from complex
emotions and relationships to learning the
sounds to read a word, a sentence and
eventually, a favorite story.

PBS Hawai'i is privileged to be able to play a
role in helping to nurture the curiosity of
keiki through several events throughout the
year.

Our Annual Keiki Club Trunk O’ Treat provided
a safe, family-friendly, fun and interactive
event for the entire ‘'ohana. Dozens of
families joined us this year dressed up as
their favorite characters to enjoy games,
prizes and a sweet treat.

The fall fun continued with the Candy Crawl
at Pearlridge Center complete with activities
and outreach and an incredible costume
contest and entertainment. About 5,000
families joined the annual event.

Our continued commitment to promote

literacy took us back to Kaua'i for the Parent
& Child Fair. Hundreds of children and their
families gathered to celebrate the joy and
importance of reading and play games
before choosing a book to bring home.

The PBS Hawai'‘i team visited with a local
preschool and Lincoln Elementary School in
Honolulu to share some of our favorite
stories as part of Read Across America Day
and the ongoing effort to showcase the
importance of reading for all ages.

Our fiscal year ended with an exciting
collaboration with the Hawai'i State Public
Library and its launch of its annual summer
reading program. The PBS Hawai'i team
connected with hundreds of local families,
sharing favorite memories and books for all
reading levels with keiki.

SANITIZING
STATION

Reading at local schools
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Donor Engagement

Our community and our donors make it
possible for PBS Hawai'i to do what we do. To
cultivate these relationships and maintain
those strong ties, we offered several
experiences demonstrating the impact of
donor support as a way of sharing and
saying, “Mahalo!”

Na Mele is one of our hallmark programs and
a viewer and community favorite. This year
we hosted two marquee donor experiences
centered around that show. First, a preview
of Na Mele: Kalapana, which gave donors a
sneak peek at the unique production that
incorporated live music with the legendary
vocals of the late Macky Feary and Malani
Bilyeu. Then, another new concert with
Henry Kapono at Halekulani’s House
Without A Key, an intimate gatheringin a
beautiful setting that allowed donors to
enjoy the moment and connect with our staff
and performers.

As PBS Hawai'i celebrated 60 years of
storytelling, donors were invited to tour the
PBS Hawai'i studio and talk with staff in our
different departments to get a behind the
scenes look at what goes into creating our
programs. These events provide a firsthand
look at donor contributions at work and offer
insights on what we have planned for the
future.

Studio tour for donors May 2026

Strengthening Relationships
Alongside engaging donors and inspiring
keiki, PBS Hawai'i continues to strengthen its
presence throughout the community with a
focus on expanding relationships within
Hawai'‘i's business and professional sectors.

In October, PBS Hawai'i returned to the
Wahine Forum, a leadership and career
development conference for women.
Through an interactive booth experience,
attendees explored samples of our
programming and engaged directly with
staff, creating meaningful conversations
about the role public media plays in
education, culture and our community.

As a member of the Chamber of Commerce
Hawai‘i, PBS Hawai'i participated in numerous
networking events throughout the year.
These opportunities allowed us to connect
with professionals from a wide range of
industries, increasing awareness of our
educational resources, local programming
and community initiatives while fostering
new relationships with potential partners and
supporters. Building on these efforts, we
hosted a Chamber of Commerce Hawai'i
Ambassadors meeting in January 2026. The
event provided this select group of business
professionals with an inside look at how we
use storytelling to inform, educate and
connect our community across multiple
platforms.

These outreach efforts are helping PBS
Hawai'i build new partnerships, broaden
community awareness, and create a stronger
foundation for future growth and support

Professional Development &

Partnerships

For the first time since 2019, the HIKI NO
Teachers Conference returned to an in-
person format. Educators from across the
islands participated in professional develop-

23

PBS HAWAI'Il ANNUAL REPORT 2026



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

ment workshops focused on storytelling,
production techniques, curriculum
integration and student engagement. The
conference strengthened HIKI NO’s and PBS
Hawai'i’s educator network and reaffirmed
the value of providing opportunities for
teachers to learn from one another while
building connections with industry
professionals and HIKI NO mentors.

Partnerships continued to play an important
role in extending HIKI NO’s community
impact. HIKI NO staff and mentors
participated in SHOOTS Summit Hawaii,
engaging with more than 700 students and
nearly 100 educators through workshops
presentations and judging activities. The
ongoing partnership with Mental Health
America of Hawai'i continued to grow
through participation in the annual Mental
health Awareness & Awards Celebration.
Student storytellers were honored for their
stories that spotlight youth mental health.
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Hawai'‘i Public Television Foundation dba PBS Hawai'‘i
Total Revenues by Source

Contributions
Unrestricted Grants/Business Support
Franchise Fee
Restricted Grants
Capital Campaign
Interest & Investment Income
Miscellaneous
Total Revenues

m Contributions
Unrestricted Grants/Business Support
Franchise Fee

® Restricted Grants

m Capital Campaign

m Interest & Investment Income

m Miscellaneous

4,747,772
639,092
3,145,555
756,981
500,000
2,213,903
30,742
12,034,045
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Our Community,
Our Support

We are grateful to our grantors and sponsors for their continued support in helping PBS Hawai‘i advance our mission.
Because of these individuals and organizations, we have been able to enhance our educational programming and outreach
efforts, our community engagement and involvement and our commitment to fostering a culture of collaboration and
innovation.

Grantors FY26 Sponsors FY26
Bank of Hawai‘i Foundation Aloha Multimedia Pros LLC John A. Burns School of
Bendon Family Foundation Aloha State Daily Medicine
Chung Kun Ai Foundation ALTRES Foundation Holo Holo Music Festival
Cooke Foundation, Ltd. Dr. Belinda Aquino Kama'aina Kids
Elsie H. Wilcox Foundation Atsuhiko and Ina Goodwin Kamehameha Schools
Federal Emergency Tateuchi Foundation Kosasa Foundation
Management Agency / Avalon Group Kualoa Ranch
Corporation for Public Bank of Hawai'i Foundation  Matson
Broadcasting Bendon Family Foundation Maui Ocean Center
First Hawaiian Bank Foundation Cades Foundation Mauna Kea Beach Hotel
G.N. Wilcox Trust, Bank of Cades Schutte LLP Olson Trust
Hawai'i, Trustee Carlsmith Ball LLP PASHA HAWAII
George Mason Fund of the Chaminade University of Rick Bartalini Presents
Hawai'i Community Honolulu Rick Fried
Foundation Cronin Fried Sekiya Kekina & Ruby Tuesday Hawaii
Hawai‘i Schools Dlgital Media Fairbanks Servco
Grant Program (HENC) First Hawaiian Bank Spectrum
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund First Insurance Company of  Stupski Foundation
Kosasa Foundation Hawai'i Ulupono Initiative
Nuestro Futuro Foundation Hawai'i Catholic Community Vibe Creative Marketing
Saltchuk Hawai'i Giving Foundation Young Brothers, LLC
The Freeman Foundation Hawai'i Dental Service
Thomas and Elizabeth Brodhead Hawai'i Food Industry
Foundation Association
Thomas and Sumie McCabe Hawai'i Gas
Foundation Hawai'i Leadership Forum
Victoria S. and Bradley L. Geist Hawaiian Native Corporation
Foundation HEI
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Programming

Culture & Art

38th Hispanic Heritage Awards

Activate Your Japanese (series)

Antiques Roadshow (series)

Art & Science Collide

Art 21: Art in the Twenty-First Century (series)

Art Happens Here with John Lithgow

Backstage Japan (series)

Bare Feet with Mickela Mallozzi (series)

Blue: The Life and Art of George Rodrigue

Carving the Spirit of Fishermen

Chatroom Japan (series)

Cinema Nomad (series)

Cinematic Journey (series)

City of Songs (series)

Confluence (series)

Craft in America (series)

Creation Rose

Design X Stories (series)

Dig More Japan (series)

Easy Japanese (series)

Florence: The Art of Magnificence

Grand Sumo Highlights (series)

House Music: A Cultural Revolution

Islam's Greatest Stories of Love

Japanology Plus (series)

Kabuki Kool (series)

Kimono Dress: Japan's Clothing

Kimono Truth

Lidia Celebrates America (series)

Making Waves: The Art of Cinematic Sound

Marguerite: From the Bauhaus to Pond Farm

Martha Graham Dance Company: We Are Our Time
(series)

Moving Together

Papa Ray's Vintage Vinyl Roadshow (series)

Rick Steves Art of Europe (series)

Sacred Planet with Gulnaz Khan (series)

Sumopedia (series)

Independent Lens: Third Act

Documentary

A Thousand Pebbles on the Ground

Allergic to Failure: The Robert Covington Story
Always Looking: Titus Brooks Heagins
Amache: An American Injustice

American Experience (series)

American Masters (series)

American Muslims: A History Revealed (series)
Amerigo: The Search for the American Dream
Armadillo Man: The Trips of Jim Franklin
Armed with Language

Art and Pep

ASD Band: The Movie

Asian Americans (series)

Atomic Bowl: Football at Ground Zero

Atomic People

Baseball Behind Barbed Wire

Behind the Strings

Bright Spark: The Reconciliation of Trevor Southey
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Bring Them Home

Chopin Saved My Life

City of Ali

Clive Davis: The Soundtrack of Our Lives
Dreamer’s Search

Eliades Ochoa: From Cuba to the World
Epic Bill

Eudora

Eva’s Promise

Facing the Wind

Fanny: The Right to Rock

Finding Fate

Finding Her Beat

Friends & Neighbors: Stories of Hope & Healing
Gathered in Darkness

Genius by Stephen Hawking (series)

Giants Rising

Green Box: At the Heart of War

Healing a Soldier’s Heart

Hollywood in Utah

Home is a Hotel

Hometown Stories (series)

| Am She: The Matriarch of America

I'm Goin’ Home

Independent Lens (series)

Invisible Nation

Jack Has a Plan

Jeffrey’s Journey

Kanenon:we - Original Seeds

K'Etniyi: The Land is Speaking to Us

King of Them All: The Story of King Records
Last 600 Meters: The Battles of Najaf and Fallujah
Last Ecstatic Days

Loving John

Lucy Worsley Investigates (series)

Lucy Worsley’s Royal Myths & Secrets (Series)
Make a Circle

Mister Rogers: It's You | Like

Musher

Native America (series)

Native Horse

New Leash on Life: The K9s for Warriors Story
NHK World Selection (series)

No Matter What

Odysseus Returns

Passage

POV (series)

POV Shorts (series)

Prairie Prophecy

Price of Paradise

Public Defender

Return

Rose O'Neill: An Artful Life

See Memory

She Rises Up

Shelter Me: The Cancer Pioneers

Skydiving Over Sixty

The Beauty of Japanese Swords

The Last Twins

The Ship That Turned Back

The Stones Are Speaking

Through Our Eyes (series)

Training For Freedom

True Cost of Defense

Trusted Sources

Voces (series)

Wade in the Water: A Journey Into Black Surfing
and Aquatic Culture

What's the Story, Wishbone?

White With Fear

Wilding

Wired For Connection

Wisdom Keepers

WZZQ the Movie

Your Roots Are Showing

Your Serve or Mine?

Drama

All Creatures Great and Small on Masterpiece
(series)

Atlantic Crossing on Masterpiece (series)

Bookish (series)

Brian and Maggie (series)

Call the Midwife (series)

Downton Abbey on Masterpiece (series)

Gold on Masterpiece (series)

Grantchester on Masterpiece (series)

Happiness (series)

Hotel Portofino (series)

Maigret on Masterpiece (series)

Maryland on Masterpiece (series)

Miss Austen on Masterpiece (series)

Miss Scarlet on Masterpiece (series)

Patience (series)

Professor T (series)

RFDs: Royal Flying Doctor Service (series)

The Count of Monte Cristo on Masterpiece
(series)

The Forsytes on Masterpiece (series)
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The Great Escaper on Masterpiece

The Marlow Murder Club on Masterpiece (series)
The Puzzle Lady (series)

Unforgotten on Masterpiece (series)

Victoria & Albert: The Wedding (series)

Vienna Blood (series)

History & Biography

10 Homes That Changed America

10 Modern Marvels That Changed America

10 Monuments That Changed America

10 Streets That Changed America

Ancient Roads From Christ to Constantine
(series)

Atomic Echoes: Untold Stories from World
War I

Becoming Frederick Douglass

Becoming Frida Kahlo (series)

Becoming Katharine Graham

Becoming Thurgood: America's Social Architect

Black and Jewish America: An Interwoven History
(series)

Breakthrough: The Ideas That Changed the
World (series)

Bruce Lee, Enter the Dragon

Christa

Civilizations (series)

Clint Eastwood: The Last Legend

Concord's Secret History

Corpsman! Pearl Harbor

Deadly Alliance: Leopold and Loeb

Declarations: Black Americans and the
Revolutionary War

Elvis and the USS Arizona

Enduring Democracy: The Monterey Petition

Everlasting: Life and Legacy of Medgar Evers

Finding Edna Lewis

Finding Your Roots (series)

From That Small Island: The Story of the Irish
(series)

Gabriel's Daughter: The Life and Legacy of Clara
Brown

George H. White: Searching for Freedom

George Washington's Mount Vernon: Preserving
the Legacy

Harriet Tubman: Visions of Freedom

Henry David Thoreau (series)

History with David Rubenstein (series)

Hollywood's Architect: The Paul R. Williams Story

Iconic America: Our Symbols & Stories with
David Rubenstein (series)

In Search of Edgar Allan Poe (series)

Jane Addams: Together We Rise

Julie Andrews Forever

Juneteenth: Faith & Freedom

Lafayette: The Lost Hero

Life From Above (series)

Life Reimagined: The George Masa Story

Margaret: The Rebel Princess (series)

Mel Brooks: The Genius Entertainer

My Grandparents' War (series)

Nazi Mega Weapons (series)

Niagara Movement: The Early Battle for Civil
Rights

Pictures from a Hiroshima Schoolyard

Prohibition (series)

Remember Pearl Harbor

Renaissance: The Blood and the Beauty (series)

Secrets of the Dead (series)

Simon Schama: The Holocaust, 80 Years On

Stories of Survival (series)

The American Revolution (series)

The Black Sox Scandal

Unearthing Ogawa

Venus & Serena, The Game Changers

Victoria & Albert: The Wedding (series)

Voces American Historia: The Untold History of
Latinos (series)

Waal River Crossing: 1944

When We Were Shuttle

WWII Mega Weapons (series)

Becoming Thurgod: inrica’s Social Architect
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Molly of Denali

Alma’s Way (series)

Acoustic Rooster and His Barnyard Band

Arthur (series)

Brambletown

Carl the Collector (series)

Clifford the Big Red Dog (series)

Curious George (series)

Cyberchase (series)

Daniel Tiger’'s Neighborhood (series)

Dinosaur Train (series)

Donkey Hodie (series)

Elinor Wonders Why (series)

Hero Elementary (series)

Let's Go Luna! (series)

Lyla in the Loop (series)

Martha Speaks (series)

Milo (series)

Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood (series)

Molly Of Denali (series)

Nature Cat (series)

Odd Squad (series)

Peg + Cat (series)

Phoebe & Jay (series)

Pinkalicious & Peterrific (series)

Ready Jet Go! (series)

Rocket Saves the Day

Rosie’s Rules (series)

Sesame Street (series)

Skillsville (series)

Super Why! (series)

The Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot About That!
(series)

Weather Hunters (series)

Wild Kratts (series)

Wordgirl (series)

Work It Out Wombats! (series)

Wowsabout

Xavier Riddle and the Secret Museum (series)

Local & Regional
Productions

A Leader’s Journey (series)

Ah Quon McElrath: The Struggle Never Ends

Awakened From Darkness

Canefield Songs: Holehole Bushi

Concerto for Slack Key Guitar & Orchestra:
Malama ‘Aina

Damien

Family Ingredients (series)

Hawaiiana

HIKI NO (series)

Hokule'a: Star Of Gladness

Home is Here (series)

Hometown Legends

In Hawaiian Hands: The Story Of Reggae In

Hawai'i (series)

Infected Earth

INSIGHTS on PBS HAWAI'l (series)

Jeri

Ka Hana Kapa

Kai Piha: Diamond Head Makai

Kai Piha: Ka'ahele Ma Waikiki

Kai Piha: Na Loko I'a

KAKOU: Hawai'i's Town Hall (series)
KAPU: Sacred Hawaiian Burials
Keeper of the Bay

Vanishing Voices: Saving Our Hawaiian Forest Birds
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Keepers of the Flame: The Cultural Legacy Of

Three Hawaiian Women

K1 Ho'alu: Slack Key, The Hawaiian Way

Lahaina: Waves Of Change

Na Mele (series)

O Hawai'i: Of Hawai'i From Settlement to
Kingdom

Ohta-San: Virtuosity and Legacy

Pacific Heartbeat (series)

PBS Hawai'i Classics (series)

PBS Hawai'i Classics: Mele Hawai'i (series)

PBS Hawai'i: 60 Years Of Storytelling

Persevere

Pu‘uwai Haokila: The Story of How Hawai'i
Shaped Modern Music

Reel Wahine Of Hawai'i (series)

Removed By Force: The Eviction of Hawai'i's
Japanese Americans During WWII

Shinmachi: Stronger Than a Tsunami

Shipment Day

Songs of Love From Hawai'i

The Adventures Of Super CW

The Queen's Influence: The Vanishing Culture of
Hiko in Tonga

The Quietest Place on Earth

This is Kohala

Those Who Came Before: The Musical Journey of
Eddie Kamae

Trilogy: It's in the Heart

Under A Jarvis Moon

Vanishing Voices: Saving Our Hawaiian Forest
Birds

When Silence Becomes The Song

News & Public Affairs

A More Perfect Union: Inspiring Civic & Civil
Conversations

After Action (series)

Amanpour and Company (series)

Asia Insight (series)

BBC News (series)

Biz Stream (series)

Breaking the Deadlock (series)

Compass Points From PBS News (series)

Deeper Look (series)

Direct Talk (series)

Firing Line with Margaret Hoover (series)

FRONTLINE (series)

Horizons From PBS News (series)

PBS News Hour hosts Geoff Bennett and Amna Nawaz

Japan in Focus (series)
Live From the LBJ Library with
Mark Updegrove (series)
NHK Newsline (series)
PBS News Hour (series)
PBS News Special Report (series)
PBS News Weekend (series)
The Chavis Chronicles (series)
To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe (series)
Today's Close-Up (series)
Washington Week with the Atlantic (series)

Performance

A Capitol Fourth

All New Rock, Pop and Doo Wop

All-Star Orchestra (series)

American Heart in WWII: A Carnegie Hall
Tribute

American Rhapsody with the Ohio Valley
Symphony

Austin City Limits (series)

Barbra Streisand: Back to Brooklyn

Barbra Streisand: Timeless - Live in Concert

Bee Gees: In Our Own Time

Broadway’s Leading Ladies

Carole King & James Taylor: Just Call Out
My Name

Caverns Sessions (series)

Chautauqua at 150: Wynton Marsalis' All Rise

Come and See! A Concordia Christmas

Earth, Wind & Fire: IHeart Radio Live

Four Seasons for the Five Senses

Gospel Live! Presented by Henry Louis Gates Jr.

Great Performances (series)
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Great Performances at the Met (series)

Hauser: Classic Gala Concert Live at the Royal
Albert Hall

Holiday Storybook: Theater of the Mind

Holidays at Murray State

Hope of the Season: Christmas with the
Tabernacle Choir

International Jazz Day from Abu Dhabi

Johnny Cash: We Walk the Line

King Celebration Concert

My Music with Rhiannon Giddens (series)

National Memorial Day Concert

Nutcracker at the Jacobs School Of Music

Pointer Sisters: So Excited!

Purdue 91st Anniversary Christmas Show

Salute to Service: A Veterans Day Celebration

St. Olaf Christmas Festival: Our Hope for Years
to Come

St. Thomas Christmas: Love Divine

The Who at Kilburn 1977

Too Hot to Handel: The Gospel Messiah

Wes Montgomery: A Celebration Concert

Whitney Houston: The Concert for a New
South Africa

Great Performances: The Nutcracker

Science, Nature & Health

Accidental Host: The Story Of Rat
Lungworm Disease

Age of Nature (series)

Animal Babies: First Year on Earth (series)

Big Cats 24/7 (series)

Big Pacific (series)

Changing Planet (series)

Changing Seas (series)

Darwin’s Amazing Animals (series)

Earth’s Natural Wonders (series)

Green Planet (series)

Human Footprint (series)

Impossible Builds (series)

Islands of Wonder (series)

Japan’s Top Inventions (series)

Life From Above (series)

Life on Earth: Attenborough’s Greatest
Adventure

Life Unearthed with Ariel Waldman (series)

Medical Frontiers (series)

Nature (series)

NOVA (series)

Our New World (series)

Outback (series)

Pathways to Invention

Pompeii: The New Dig (series)

Rivers of Life (series)

Shared Planet (series)

The Great Polar Bear Feast

The Kimberley: Australia’s Wild West (series)

The M Factor 2: Before the Pause-
Perimenopause

Walking with Dinosaurs (series)

Weathered: Inside the LA Firestorm

Wild Metropolis (series)

NATURE Parenthood

Travel, Food & DIY

America’s Test Kitchen (series)

Ask This Old House (series)

Best of the Joy Of Painting (series)

Christopher Kimball'S Milk Street Television
(series)

Classical Stretch: By Essentrics (series)

Cooking with Legends (series)
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Cook’s Country (series)

Core Kyoto (series)

Curious Traveler (series)

Cycle Around Japan Highlights (series)
Dining with the Chef (series)

Dive in Tokyo (series)

Family Recipe: Jewish American Style
Food Roots

Ireland’s Wild Coast (series)

J Schwanke’s Life In Bloom (series)

Japan Delish (series)

Journeys in Japan (series)

Julia Child’s Best Bites

Kerry: Tides of Time (series)

Kitchen Curious with Vivian Howard (series)
La Frontera with Pati Jinich (series)

Lucky Chow (series)

Lunch On! (series)

Mary Berry’s Highland Christmas

Mary Berry’s Ultimate Christmas

Milk Street’s My Family Recipe (series)
Motorweek (series)

Pati Jinich Explores Panamericana (series)
Pati’'s Mexican Table (series)

Ramen Japan (series)

Relish (series)

Rick Steves Best of Paris

Rick Steves Europe (series)

Rick Steves European Christmas

Roadtrip Nation (series)

Samantha Brown’s Places to Love (series)
Sara’s Weeknight Meals (series)
Seasoning the Seasons (series)

Sit and Be Fit (series)

Somewhere Street Mini (series)

) ﬁ" LA N
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Cooking with Legends Rick Bayless and Ming Tsai

State Of BBQ

Table for All with Buki Elegbede (series)
Taco Mafia (series)

The Garage with Steve Butler (series)
The Great American Recipe (series)
The Joy of Painting with Nicholas Hankins
(series)

The Woodsmith Shop (series)

The World of Olive Oil

This Old House (series)

Trails to Oishii Tokyo (series)

View Finders (series)

Volunteer Woodworker (series)

33

PBS HAWAI'Il ANNUAL REPORT 2026






	YEAR IN REVIEW
	CONTENTS
	Strengthening Our Commitment to Hawaiʻi
	Engaging and Empowering Learners
	Civic Dialogue That Brings Hawaiʻi Together
	Digital Growth and Innovation
	Infrastructure, Access and Organizational Resilience
	Philanthropic Momentum and Community Trust
	Looking Ahead
	Full-Time Staff
	Part-Time Staff
	Students
	Unpaid Statewide Board Members
	Statewide Community Advisory Board Members

	212
	Volunteers
	Volunteer Event Days

	14,512
	Citizen Donors
	Business Sponsors
	Grantors

	Our Mission
	PBS Hawaiʻi advances learning and discovery through storytelling that profoundly touches lives.
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	PBS Hawaiʻi is the only locally owned, statewide television station in Hawaiʻi, broadcasting in the islands since 1966. We are the sole Hawaiʻi member of the trusted Public Broadcasting Service (PBS).
	Led by a statewide Board of Directors and a locally based team of management and staff, PBS Hawaiʻi is the only federally licensed educational broadcaster in the state.
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	ENGINEERING
	During fiscal year 2026, we made the following updates to PBS Hawaiʻi.
	switcher and TouchDrive control surface. This system provides increased flexibility, expanded production capabilities and improved operator efficiency while supporting high-quality live productions.

	Emergency Alert
	System Upgrade
	We replaced the Digital Alert Systems DASDEC with the new DASDEC III Emergency Alert System. The DASDEC III is the next generation of emergency messaging technology, providing improved reliability, enhanced security and long-term support for federal and state emergency alerting requirements.

	XPression Graphics System
	We installed a new Ross XPression graphics system to enhance on-air production capabilities. The new real-time motion graphics platform enables the creation of high-quality broadcast graphics and streamlines the production workflow, allowing staff to produce more dynamic and engaging visual content.

	Ross Video
	Production Switcher
	We upgraded the station’s production control room with a new Ross Acuity video production

	Audio Console Replacement
	We replaced the production's audio console with a new Solid State Logic (SSL) digital audio system. The new console utilizes industry-standard IP networking for audio transport, routing, device discovery and control. Its fully redundant network architecture improves reliability and provides a modern broadcast infrastructure capable of supporting future production requirements.
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	LEARNING INITIATIVES
	Season 17 of HIKI NŌ on PBS Hawaiʻi celebrated a major milestone: 15 years of empowering Hawaiʻi’s students to tell their stories, share their perspectives and connect communities across the islands. Since the first episode aired on February 28, 2011, HIKI NŌ has grown into a statewide network of student storytellers and educators, providing authentic learning experiences through media production and journalism. This year, the program honored its legacy while investing in its future through expanded educator engagement, strengthened collaboration and new opportunities for students to showcase their creativity and voices. Across 22 episodes featuring 99 student-produced stories from 41 schools, HIKI NŌ continued to demonstrate the power of authentic youth storytelling while supporting many additional schools through training, mentorship and professional development opportunities.


	Student Storytelling
	That Resonates
	Season 17 continued HIKI NŌ’s tradition of elevating student voices through meaningful storytelling experiences. Student work throughout the year reflected themes of cultural identity, environmental stewardship, community history and personal growth.
	Special episodes highlighted some of the most impactful work of the season, including the Student Voice Awards in partnership with Mental Health America of Hawaiʻi, which honored stories centered on empathy, resilience and mental health awareness. The Class of 2025 spotlight episodes returned, showcasing graduating seniors reflecting on their HIKI NŌ experiences and its lasting impact. HIKI NŌ also contributed to PBS Hawaiʻi’s 60th anniversary programming with
	a retrospective segment reflecting on its 15-year history and statewide impact.
	Participation in the Fall, Winter and Spring Challenges remained strong. The 2025 Fall Challenge featured eight high schools and two middle schools across all major islands, including first-time participant O Hina i Ka Malama Hawaiian Language Academy at Molokaʻi High School. The 2026 Winter Challenge saw increased elementary participation, leading to the introduction of a dedicated elementary division, with Alvah Scott Elementary in ‘Aiea, O’ahu, earning top recognition in its inaugural category. The 2026 Spring Challenge marked a new chapter with Maui Ocean Center joining as presenting sponsor, guiding students through the theme “Where We Meet the Water.”

	Strengthening Learning
	Through Story
	A major highlight of the year was the return of the in-person HIKI NŌ Teachers Conference for the first time since 2019. Educators from across the state participated in hands-on workshops led by HIKI NŌ mentors, staff and peers, focusing on pre-production, scripting, interviewing, sound, editing and post-production. The conference strengthened educator collaboration and provided practical tools to support student storytelling in the classroom.
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	The PBS Learning Media collection also expanded with three new Hawaiʻi-based lesson plans focused on science and environmental stewardship. Among them was a collaboration with Hyperspective featuring Vanishing Voices: Saving Our Hawaiian Forest Birds, paired with PBS Hawaiʻi content in a lesson on the impact of invasive mosquitoes on native bird populations and ongoing conservation efforts. An additional science lesson and a HIKI NŌ production tutorial are in development.


	Elevating Youth Voices
	Through Collaboration
	HIKI NŌ continued to strengthen its statewide impact through partnerships and shared learning opportunities. PBS Hawaiʻi staff and mentors participated in SHOOTS Summit Hawaiʻi, which brought together 920 participants, including 702 students and 98 teachers. Through workshops and judging, HIKI NŌ reinforced storytelling standards, collaboration and career readiness for emerging media creators.
	HIKI NŌ also continued its partnership with Mental Health America of Hawaiʻi through the Student Voice Awards. In addition, HIKI NŌ partnered with A King in Paradise, a project inspired by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s visit to Hawaiʻi, offering students opportunities to
	reflect on the legacy of their schools and communities through storytelling. HIKI NŌ also partnered with the Hawaiʻi Workforce Pipeline to provide students and teachers with real-world learning experiences and career exploration opportunities.

	A Growing Community of
	Storytellers
	As HIKI NŌ celebrated its 15th anniversary, the program continued to highlight the long-term impact of student participation beyond high school. Alumni shared how their experiences shaped their academic and career paths.
	This year, HIKI NŌ featured former Gwen Ifill Fellows from Kauaʻi High School. Kate Nakamura is studying at Arizona State University’s Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and recently completed an internship with Arizona PBS, contributing to broadcast production and digital content. Tiffany Sagucio now works in early childhood education, applying the communication and storytelling skills developed through HIKI NŌ in her work with young learners. Their journeys reflect the enduring impact of HIKI NŌ: equipping students with skills to tell meaningful stories and contribute to their communities. Fifteen years after its launch, HIKI NŌ continues to grow as both a storytelling platform and a catalyst for student opportunity across Hawaiʻi.
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	LEARNING INITIATIVES
	2025 - 2026
	Participating Schools
	94
	42
	Honolulu County (55)
	Pearl City Highlands
	Elementary School
	Kauaʻi County (6)
	Maui County (14)
	Hawaiʻi County (19)
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	Local Programs
	We are dedicated to creating original programs that reflect the diversity of our island home — programs that our viewers have come to appreciate and trust. This compelling content covers a wide variety of issues that matter to our community, preserving our diverse cultural and ethnic backgrounds and building understanding through distinct voices and authentic representation.
	INSIGHTS on PBS HAWAIʻI
	This weekly, live one-hour public affairs program on most Thursdays throughout the year offered discussions on a variety of issues facing our community, including:
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	How to prepare for hurricane and wildfire season
	Three episodes featuring candidates in election contests from across Oʻahu, including the Democratic Primary for State House Districts 26, 28 and 39 as well at the Republican Primary for State House District 39.


	Home is Here
	This monthly 30-minute program includes stories about life in Hawaiʻi from all islands.
	In fiscal year 2026, these included:
	A profile of historian, journalist and columnist Bob Sigall
	The history of Grove Farm museum on Kauaʻi
	A collection of Filipino art and cultural items in a curated exhibit
	An episode dedicated to the history and people of Honokaʻa along the Big Island’s Hāmākua Coast
	Keoni Kaholoaʻā, an interpretive park ranger at Volcanoes National Park, iwho returned home to rediscover his culture and share it with others
	Local hip-hop star Tassho Pearce and Micronesian artist Kalany Omengkar
	A story about rice bag clothing and the origin of palaka in fashions unique to Hawaiʻi
	An engineering major who left the construction industry after 10 years to chase his passion for astronomy
	Jana Lam, an entrepreneur who discovered her passion for screen printing and created a successful business
	A Kauaʻi police officer who developed a skill in the Japanese art of gyotaku, or fish painting
	The Hawaiian Railway Society, the only surviving railroad in Hawaiʻi, which provides a historical tour in West Oʻahu
	An episode devoted to the history of Aloha Stadium
	The little-known Lānaʻi Culture and Heritage Center preserving the history of that island
	The Hoʻomau Fire Academy that prepares young people for careers as a firefighters
	The Aloha State Sumo Association which teaches young athletes the technique and protocols of the ancient Japanese sport of sumo.
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	Nā Mele
	In fiscal-year 2026 we featured Maui musician Joshua Kahula and his band Nuff Sedd which have been making music for more than 20 years.
	We also produced a pledge show featuring Kalapana, a band from the 1970s that was celebrating its 50th anniversary with a touring show that included a few veteran musicians mixed with younger music artists against a backdrop of videos of performances by original band members through several decades.
	In another pledge program, we recorded Henry Kapono at Halekulani’s House Without A Key where he performed favorite songs he produced through the years and songs performed as part of the popular Cecilio & Kapono duo.
	We recorded ʻukulele virtuoso Taimane and the group Ei Nei. Both programs will premiere in fiscal year 2027.
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	KĀKOU: Hawaiʻi’s Town Hall
	PBS Hawaiʻi presented five, live 90-minute episodes of KĀKOU: Hawaiʻi’s Town Hall. The programs featured panels with varied voices about the topic at hand as well as questions sent in by viewers via phone, email and social media.
	The first episode was called The Arts: Why We Need Them. Research shows that people enjoy a higher quality of life when they participate in community arts programs. A local study revealed a strong demand for such programs particularly those that elevate local artists and their contributions to cultural identity. This program brought together practitioners from different disciplines including those grounded in Native Hawaiian culture such as kumu hula to discuss the need and desire for arts programs and the positive effects they have on the community at large.
	The second episode was titled How Do We Define Faith? In this program, PBS Hawaiʻi brought together representatives of different religious denominations to discuss faith, which is defined differently by different people. For many, it is rooted in religion. For others, it is defined by culture, family, community or something else. Whatever the source, faith can keep us grounded through both good and challenging times.
	Episode three was called Is It Time for a Constitutional Convention? Hawaiʻi last held a Constitutional Convention 48 years ago, in 1978. That was the second and last time a so-called ConCon happened. Every 10 years voters are asked to vote on whether the state should hold a convention. In 1978, voters approved dozens of amendments put forth by the convention including the right to privacy, the establishment of the Office of
	Hawaiian Affairs and term limits for the governor. This program featured delegates who were part of the 1978 convention young lawmakers currently in office and other panelists who shared the pros and cons of holding such an event.
	The fourth show was titled Creating a Hawaiʻi We Can Afford. This program brought together people from diverse perspectives to find solutions to the decades-old problem of the high cost of living in Hawaiʻi. Housing costs top the list, but the challenge extends far beyond that including everyday essentials like groceries.
	Episode five was called The Future of Kalaupapa. The peninsula on the north shore of Molokaʻi is made up of some of the most scenic and pristine natural views in the world. It has also been home to Hansen’s disease patients for more than 160 years. Thousands of Hawaiʻi residents were forced to leave their families and relocate to this remote settlement when they were diagnosed or even suspected of having leprosy. Despite the banishment and isolation, the patients created a community. Many chose to stay once forced relocations stopped. This program brought together stakeholders to discuss what happens or should happen once the last patients are gone.
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	PBS HAWAI’I PRESENTS
	PBS Hawaiʻi shared 16 new independent films, including a 10-episode series and brought back an award-winning film the stationed produced in 1977.
	Awakened from Darkness was produced and directed by Maui filmmaker Tom Vendetti, who followed the story of Sam Khong for more than 20 years. Khong was in military training in the U.S. when his home country of Cambodia fell during the brutal Khmer Rouge takeover. He found his way to Maui while suffering from clinical depression, post-traumatic stress disorder and a head injury. All the while, he had no idea if his family had survived. A support team helped him get back to Cambodia to find answers and peace.
	Island Cowgirls profiles two cowgirls on opposite sides of Hawaiʻi island, dedicated to caring for their family ranches. Laʻi Bertlemann grapples with accepting a mainland scholarship or staying in Hawai’i to study her culture and be with her grandfather. Lani Cran Petrie has a balanced land management plan for Kapāpala Ranch, but the state-held lease is up for renewal. This program is a digital-only presentation.
	Hometown Legends features five kūpuna sharing their history, mea hana (craft) and kuleana (responsibility) as was passed to them. They represent paniolo (cowboys), lawaiʻa (fishermen), poʻe ulana (lauhala weavers) pahu (drum) carvers and hoe waʻa (canoe paddling) – cultural practices through generations of Native Hawaiian history.
	Shipment Day is a film adapted from a stage production taken from the memoir of Olivia Robello Breitha who was sent to Kalaupapa, Molokaʻi in the early 1930s after being diagnosed with leprosy while living
	with her family on Kauaʻi. The film focuses on the two years she spent at Kalihi Hospital in
	Honolulu before being sent to Kalaupapa on what back then was called Shipment Day.
	Damien was produced by PBS Hawaiʻi in 1977. It was a one-man play featuring actor Terence Knapp as Father Damien De Veuster, the Belgian priest who ministered to and cared for Hansen’s disease patients at Kalaupapa. The film played nationally in 1978 and won a Peabody Award. It is only the third the time the station has played the film since 2009 when Damien was canonized as a saint by the Catholic Church. It is the first time the film was made available on-demand on pbshawaii.org and on the PBS Hawaiʻi YouTube page for all to see.
	Price of Paradise shares the compelling story of Lindamae Lawelawe Maldanado who was 55 years when she learned the truth about her adoption. She was forcibly taken from her parents who were patients at Kalaupapa, Moloka’i. The film follows her journey for identity and her discovery of a family she never knew she had.
	Corpsman! Pearl Harbor examines the role of corpsmen and medics during World War II with a focus on the experiences of Harry Chandler, who was stationed at Pearl Harbor,
	Oʻahu when Japanese planes launched a surprise attack on December 7, 1941.
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	A Leader’s Journey is a 10-episode series hosted by veteran broadcaster Yunji de Nies that profiles impactful leaders from around the state. Featured in the series are: Billy Pieper, Josie Howard, Amy Miller, Rich Matsuda, Marisa Castuera Hayase, John Leong, Janice Ikeda, Jack Kittinger, Dawn Lippert and Diane Paloma.


	PBS HAWAIʻI CLASSICS
	These are vintage programs from the PBS Hawaiʻi archives that run most Wednesdays at 7:30 pm. We also shared two 60-minute programs that had not been seen in decades.
	Japanese New Year was a Spectrum Hawaiʻi episode that premiered in 1996 and featured residents of Japanese ancestry who celebrated the New Year with customs and practices brought to the islands by immigrants who came to work on plantations.
	Honolulu Stadium: Where Hawaiʻi Played also premiered in 1996 in the Spectrum Hawaiʻi series. The documentary-style program recounted the nearly 50-year history of Honolulu Stadium in Mōʻiliʻili featuring historic photos and footage combined with
	interviews with sports figures, promoters, journalists and others who shared memories of the so-called “Termite Palace.”
	PBS Hawaiʻi turned 60 on April 15, 2026. To commemorate that milestone, we produced a 90-minute pledge program that included clips from many of the programs dating back to 1966 and interviewed former station personnel, including three who started as student employees in the 1960s, 70s and 80s.

	GET CAUGHT READING
	PBS Hawaiʻi continues to produce GET CAUGHT READING spots that range from 30 seconds to 90 seconds and feature people from all walks of life reading a passage from a favorite book or poem. Animation of the spoken words accompany the read to encourage reading for all ages.

	ALANUI MELE:
	Hawaiʻi Hip-Hop History
	ALANUI MELE: Hawaiʻi Hip-Hop History explores the intricate, influential and sometimes enigmatic origins of hip-hop culture in Hawaiʻi as told through the lens of
	some of the most prolific figures in the local hip-hop landscape.
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	The video podcast includes 43 episodes over three seasons, including eight in FY2026. Each episode is a candid one-on-one interview with deejays, graffiti artists, emcees, musicians, dancers and entrepreneurs who helped pave the way for generations of creative individuals and groups, in Hawaiʻi and beyond, to follow in their footsteps.
	The most popular interview this season was with artist SPEL ONER, who found an opportunity to channel his creativity and skill with computers, design and illustration into new mediums, inspiring new artists and connecting with generations.


	ʻONO! Hawaiʻi’s Food Culture
	Season Two of ʻONO! Hawaiʻi’s Food Culture served up eight brand new episodes in FY2026, three more than its inaugural season. This PBS Hawaiʻi digital exclusive series takes viewers on a nostalgic culinary journey to discover the origin stories of some of Hawaiʻi’s most iconic local foods like:
	How the Portuguese Malasada Took Over Hawai’i
	The Story of Hawaiian Poke (with Chef Sam Choy)
	Hawaiian Shave Ice is a Taste of Nostalgia
	Meat Jun is Hawaiʻi’s Favorite Korean Comfort Food
	Li Hing Mui and the Story of Crack Seed in Hawaiʻi
	Huli Huli Chicken: Hawaiʻi’s Roadside BBQ Dish
	Making Pasteles Hawaiian Style
	Portuguese Sausage: Hawaiʻi’s Favorite Breakfast Meat

	This season saw incredible growth with 1.4 million views. More than 400,000 of those views came from the feature on huli huli chicken, which became the fastest rising video on the PBS Hawaiʻi YouTube channel, triggering trips down memory lane for people across islands and generations as they remembered fundraisers, family meals and stops at their favorite roadside stands.
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	Connecting & Engaging with Our Community
	Community  is at the heart of all we do. Engaging with the people and organizations around our islands is imperative when it comes to building, reaffirming and strengthening our connections with the community we serve. Every interaction with keiki, kūpuna, ʻohana, donors and sponsors provides an opportunity for PBS Hawaiʻi to share what we do and show that our mission is more than just words, it is a promise to generations to come.
	Keiki & ‘Ohana
	For decades, PBS and PBS Hawaiʻi have been synonymous with high-quality, trusted, beloved, educational programming for children. Many of these shows have taught generations about everything from complex emotions and relationships to learning the sounds to read a word, a sentence and eventually, a favorite story.
	PBS Hawaiʻi is privileged to be able to play a role in helping to nurture the curiosity of keiki through several events throughout the year.
	Our Annual Keiki Club Trunk Oʻ Treat provided a safe, family-friendly, fun and interactive event for the entire ʻohana. Dozens of families joined us this year dressed up as their favorite characters to enjoy games, prizes and a sweet treat.
	The fall fun continued with the Candy Crawl at Pearlridge Center complete with activities and outreach and an incredible costume contest and entertainment. About 5,000 families joined the annual event.
	Our continued commitment to promote
	literacy took us back to Kauaʻi for the Parent & Child Fair. Hundreds of children and their families gathered to celebrate the joy and importance of reading and play games before choosing a book to bring home.
	The PBS Hawaiʻi team visited with a local preschool and Lincoln Elementary School in Honolulu to share some of our favorite stories as part of Read Across America Day and the ongoing effort to showcase the importance of reading for all ages.
	Our fiscal year ended with an exciting collaboration with the Hawaiʻi State Public Library and its launch of its annual summer reading program. The PBS Hawaiʻi team connected with hundreds of local families, sharing favorite memories and books for all reading levels with keiki.
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	Donor Engagement
	Strengthening Relationships
	Our community and our donors make it possible for PBS Hawaiʻi to do what we do. To cultivate these relationships and maintain those strong ties, we offered several experiences demonstrating the impact of donor support as a way of sharing and saying, “Mahalo!”
	Nā Mele is one of our hallmark programs and a viewer and community favorite. This year we hosted two marquee donor experiences centered around that show. First, a preview of Nā Mele: Kalapana, which gave donors a sneak peek at the unique production that incorporated live music with the legendary vocals of the late Macky Feary and Malani Bilyeu. Then, another new concert with Henry Kapono at Halekulani’s House Without A Key, an intimate gathering in a beautiful setting that allowed donors to enjoy the moment and connect with our staff and performers.
	As PBS Hawaiʻi celebrated 60 years of storytelling, donors were invited to tour the PBS Hawaiʻi studio and talk with staff in our different departments to get a behind the scenes look at what goes into creating our programs. These events provide a firsthand look at donor contributions at work and offer insights on what we have planned for the future.
	Alongside engaging donors and inspiring keiki, PBS Hawaiʻi continues to strengthen its presence throughout the community with a focus on expanding relationships within Hawaiʻi's business and professional sectors.
	In October, PBS Hawaiʻi returned to the Wahine Forum, a leadership and career development conference for women. Through an interactive booth experience, attendees explored samples of our programming and engaged directly with staff, creating meaningful conversations about the role public media plays in education, culture and our community.
	As a member of the Chamber of Commerce Hawaiʻi, PBS Hawaiʻi participated in numerous networking events throughout the year. These opportunities allowed us to connect with professionals from a wide range of industries, increasing awareness of our educational resources, local programming and community initiatives while fostering new relationships with potential partners and supporters. Building on these efforts, we hosted a Chamber of Commerce Hawaiʻi Ambassadors meeting in January 2026. The event provided this select group of business professionals with an inside look at how we use storytelling to inform, educate and connect our community across multiple platforms.
	These outreach efforts are helping PBS Hawaiʻi build new partnerships, broaden community awareness, and create a stronger foundation for future growth and support

	Professional Development &
	Partnerships
	For the first time since 2019, the HIKI NŌ Teachers Conference returned to an in-person format. Educators from across the islands participated in professional develop-
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	ment workshops focused on storytelling, production techniques, curriculum integration and student engagement. The conference strengthened HIKI NŌ’s and PBS Hawaiʻi’s educator network and reaffirmed the value of providing opportunities for teachers to learn from one another while building connections with industry professionals and HIKI NŌ mentors.
	Partnerships continued to play an important role in extending HIKI NŌ’s community impact. HIKI NŌ staff and mentors participated in SHOOTS Summit Hawaiʻi, engaging with more than 700 students and nearly 100 educators through workshops presentations and judging activities. The ongoing partnership with Mental Health America of Hawaiʻi continued to grow through participation in the annual Mental health Awareness & Awards Celebration. Student storytellers were honored for their stories that spotlight youth mental health.
	PBS HAWAIʻI ANNUAL REPORT 2026

	Hawaiʻi Public Television Foundation dba PBS Hawaiʻi
	Total Revenues by Source
	COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

	Our Community,
	Our Support
	Grantors FY26
	Sponsors FY26
	HEI
	PASHA HAWAII
	PBS HAWAIʻI ANNUAL REPORT 2026
	PROGRAMS


	Programming
	Culture & Art
	38th Hispanic Heritage Awards
	Activate Your Japanese (series)
	Antiques Roadshow (series)
	Art & Science Collide
	Art 21: Art in the Twenty-First Century (series)
	Art Happens Here with John Lithgow
	Backstage Japan (series)
	Bare Feet with Mickela Mallozzi (series)
	Blue: The Life and Art of George Rodrigue
	Carving the Spirit of Fishermen
	Chatroom Japan (series)
	Cinema Nomad (series)
	Cinematic Journey (series)
	City of Songs (series)
	Confluence (series)
	Craft in America (series)
	Creation Rose
	Design X Stories (series)
	Dig More Japan (series)
	Easy Japanese (series)
	Florence: The Art of Magnificence
	Grand Sumo Highlights (series)
	House Music: A Cultural Revolution
	Islam's Greatest Stories of Love
	Japanology Plus (series)
	Kabuki Kool (series)
	Kimono Dress: Japan's Clothing
	Kimono Truth
	Lidia Celebrates America (series)
	Making Waves: The Art of Cinematic Sound
	Marguerite: From the Bauhaus to Pond Farm
	Martha Graham Dance Company: We Are Our Time
	(series)
	Moving Together
	Papa Ray's Vintage Vinyl Roadshow (series)
	Rick Steves Art of Europe (series)
	Sacred Planet with Gulnaz Khan (series)
	Sumopedia (series)

	Documentary
	A Thousand Pebbles on the Ground
	Allergic to Failure: The Robert Covington Story
	Always Looking: Titus Brooks Heagins
	Amache: An American Injustice
	American Experience (series)
	American Masters (series)
	American Muslims: A History Revealed (series)
	Amerigo: The Search for the American Dream
	Armadillo Man: The Trips of Jim Franklin
	Armed with Language
	Art and Pep
	ASD Band: The Movie
	Asian Americans (series)
	Atomic Bowl: Football at Ground Zero
	Atomic People
	Baseball Behind Barbed Wire
	Behind the Strings
	Bright Spark: The Reconciliation of Trevor Southey
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	Chopin Saved My Life
	City of Ali
	Clive Davis: The Soundtrack of Our Lives
	Dreamer’s Search
	Eliades Ochoa: From Cuba to the World
	Epic Bill
	Eudora
	Eva’s Promise
	Facing the Wind
	Fanny: The Right to Rock
	Finding Fate
	Finding Her Beat
	Friends & Neighbors: Stories of Hope & Healing
	Gathered in Darkness
	Public Defender
	Return
	Rose O'Neill: An Artful Life
	See Memory
	She Rises Up
	Shelter Me: The Cancer Pioneers
	Skydiving Over Sixty
	The Beauty of Japanese Swords
	The Last Twins
	The Ship That Turned Back
	The Stones Are Speaking
	Through Our Eyes (series)
	Training For Freedom
	True Cost of Defense


	Drama
	All Creatures Great and Small on Masterpiece
	(series)
	Atlantic Crossing on Masterpiece (series)
	Bookish (series)
	Brian and Maggie (series)
	Call the Midwife (series)
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	The Great Escaper on Masterpiece
	The Marlow Murder Club on Masterpiece (series)
	The Puzzle Lady (series)
	Unforgotten on Masterpiece (series)
	Victoria & Albert: The Wedding (series)
	Vienna Blood (series)



	History & Biography
	10 Homes That Changed America
	10 Modern Marvels That Changed America
	10 Monuments That Changed America
	10 Streets That Changed America
	Ancient Roads From Christ to Constantine
	(series)
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